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program stronger 
than ever



Atchafalaya Basin on his way to yet
another project-related meeting in
Baton Rouge. “For someone in academ-
ics, this is ‘where the rubber hits the
road.’ It’s where you get to put every-
thing you’ve published into practice.”

Twil ley,  who studies  coastal
ecosystems, is also director of UL
Lafayette’s Center for Ecology and
Environmental Technology.

Although the erosion of Louisiana’s
coastal wetlands has gotten national
attention for more than a decade, the
amount of land that disappears each

year remains shocking: an area about
the size of a football field vanishes every
30 minutes, replaced by the open salt-
water of the Gulf of Mexico.

At stake are the state’s $1 billion
seafood industry, $200 million sport
hunting industry, $14 million alligator
industry and a host of
resources that are vital
to its economy, such
as natural gas,
transportation and
crawfish. But
the 2.4 mil-
lion acres of
remaining wet-
lands are more
than a place to
harvest. They per-
form priceless func-
tions, such as buffering hurricanes and
replenishing aquifers that provide
Louisiana’s drinking water.

Over the years, naturally-occur-
ring changes and human intervention
have produced a coastal ecosystem that
experts say is on the verge of collapse.

In 1990, Congress approved the
Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection
and Restoration Act, which is often

referred to as the Breaux Act. U.S. Sen.
John Breaux of Crowley (D-La.), a 1966
USL graduate, authored the measure,
which funnels about $40 million a year
into efforts to restore the coast and pre-
serve and protect existing wetlands.

The Breaux Act is crucial, Twilley
said, but it’s not enough.

“It’s what I call ‘ecological triage,’ ”
he said, adding that solutions of a much
larger scale must be found.

Twilley serves on a
12-person Framework
Development Team

R e s e a r c h
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L
ittle wonder that Dr. Robert Twilley is
feeling a bit of pressure these days. • The UL
Lafayette biology professor is working on the
most significant project of his career to date,
and in a sense, the future of Louisiana is riding
on it. • He’s part of a 12-person team of heavy
hitters that’s working on a project that will

seek about $14 billion in federal funds to restore and rehabili-
tate Louisiana’s coastal wetlands. • “What an opportunity,” Twil-
ley mused in a recent phone interview as he drove across the

Rescue Attempt
Scientists seek federal funds to save
Louisiana coast

At stake are the state’s $1
billion seafood industry,
$200 million sport hunting
industry, $14 million
alligator industry and a host
of  resources that are vital
to its economy, such as
natural gas, transportation
and crawfish. 

LEGEND

1956-1990 Loss

1956-1990 Gain

Louisiana has a $1 billion seafood industry.
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whose charge is to recommend
coastal wetlands projects that
will have long-term benefits
for Louisiana. Other team
members include representa-
tives of Louisiana Gov. Mike
Foster’s office, Department of
Natural Resources, the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, National Oceano-
graphic and Atmospheric
Agency, U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, National Resource Con-
servation Service, and Nation-
al Environmental Groups.

“We realized, pretty early
on, that we had not really
developed all the tools we need
to evaluate these projects and
we really didn’t have a clear
defined concept and goal,” he
said. “The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources has
contracted with UL Lafayette
to develop the conceptual framework
that will drive this restoration program
and also identify and utilize the tools
that we need to develop what I call the
‘ecological footprint’ of all these proj-
ects. In other words, what will be
left behind when these projects
are finished?”

So, he has been putting
together a “conceptual modeling
team” of scientists from other uni-

versities across the state, as
well as researchers at a

variety of state and federal agencies.
Although his lead role is an

acknowledgment of the reputation the
UL Lafayette Center for Ecology and

Environmental Technology has
built, Twilley stressed that “this
will not be a UL Lafayette
product. . .This is a very strong
collaborative effort among all
the universities and also state
and federal agencies.”

The Framework Development
Team’s report is due by March 30,
2003. A final feasibility report must be
completed by June 30, 2003, for
Louisiana to be eligible to receive

funding from the 2004 Congres-
sional budget.  ■
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Dr. Robert Twilley

An egret hunts for prey near
Cocodrie, La.
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example of someone with a sharp eye for
what it takes to make business work.” 

A hallmark of Moody’s multi-
faceted career has been an unwavering
wil l ingness to help others
achieve their goals in business
by providing financial support,
offering advice or putting in a
good word to the right ears,
Authement added.

Moody is chairman of The
M o o d y  C o m p a n y  a n d  o f
Louisiana State Newspapers
Inc., which are headquartered
in Lafayette. His business inter-
ests include banking, restau-
rants, farming, oil and gas, real
estate and public accounting.

Dr. Stephen Knouse, act-
ing dean of UL Lafayette’s
business college, said naming it
after such a successful busi-
nessman “brings the college
that much more prestige. Mr.
Moody has had a tremendous
impact on Acadiana and we
know the college will continue
to benefit from his business
expertise and experience.”

Moody, a 1949 graduate of

Southwestern Louisiana Institute (now
known as UL Lafayette) said he was
humbled by the university’s gesture. “I
think this is the highest honor a for-

mer student can ever receive. . . I defi-
nitely never thought when I was hitch-
hiking from Rayne, La., during my col-
lege days that I would someday receive
this honor.” 

Moody graduated from Rayne
High School and attended Auburn
University. His college career was
interrupted by service in the U.S. Navy
during World War II. After the war
ended, he graduated from SLI with a
bachelor’s degree in accounting.

He credits some of his SLI profes-
sors for his keen interest in business. 

“They were top-notch. I, and all of
the veterans in my classes, had the
benefit of these dedicated professors.
They helped shape our thinking about
business in general and the role it plays
in our society. 

“Dr. Paul Wayne Burnam was one
of those professors who is still living
today and one of the smartest CPAs
I’ve ever known. And, of course, I had
the added advantage of (classmate)
Leon Moncla, who carried me through
all of my accounting courses.”

After graduation, Moody became a
founding partner in the CPA firm of
Moody, Broussard, Poché & Guidry.
He later served as president and chief
executive officer of Chart House Inc.
in Lafayette and chairman of the board
for First National Bank of Lafayette. 

Moody has served on the boards
of directors of numerous other compa-
nies, including First Commerce of New
Orleans, Riviana Foods Inc. of
Houston, Celeron Oil Company Inc. of
Lafayette and Quantum Restaurants of
New York.

He is married to the former
Thelma Hebert of Rayne, La. The cou-
ple, who live in Crowley, La., have nine
children and 48 grandchildren.  ■

T
he University of Louisiana at Lafayette has
named its college of business in honor of one
of Acadiana’s savviest entrepreneurs. • In July,
the University of Louisiana System approved
UL Lafayette’s request to call that college the
B.I. Moody III College of Business Administra-
tion. • “Mr. Moody is considered by many to be

the most diversified and successful businessman in Acadiana,”
said UL Lafayette President Ray Authement. “His unrelenting
business sense has brought him much success. He’s the perfect

Entrepreneur Extraordinaire
College of Business Administration
carries name of Acadiana businessman

B.I. Moody III
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“Dr. Carlson and I have worked on
some of these issues in the past and I
think we’ve got a great opportunity to
work together in the future. There’s no
doubt about it: the only way mathe-
matics and science can flourish in the
future is if we work together as col-
leges,” Clark said.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Dr. Gerald Carlson said his main
objective for the College of Education
“has always been to produce quality
teachers who can educate our future
teachers and professionals. We are
working on that objective with every
project we undertake.”

His “Things to Do” list for the
next few months reflects that mission.

At the top: Complete a mandatory
redesign of the curriculum. That edict
was handed down by the state’s Blue
Ribbon Commission to all public and
private universities in an effort to
improve teacher quality across
Louisiana. It should be completed by
the Spring 2003 semester. 

“We have excellent faculty across
campus who have been coming for-

ward to get this work with the
redesign finished,” Carlson said. “This
is a university-wide project because
educating students to become teach-
ers is not only done in the College of
Education. It’s done across campus
and across disciplines.”

He will then tackle alternative

teacher certification methods for teach-
ers. This is a “fast-track” process that
enables non-education majors to become
teachers more quickly than traditional
routes. The College of Education is
required to develop a plan and get state
approval before implementing it. The
target date is Spring 2003.

The new dean is already starting
to plan for a visit by a National
Council for Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE) team in Fall 2004. 

He is also trying to establish schol-
arships for senior education majors,
who must teach full-time for a semes-
ter before graduating. “A lot of times,
these students are in the classroom
from 7:30 in the morning to 3:30 in
the afternoon and don’t have time for
another job. With scholarships, we
could help them financially.” 

Carlson would also like to create a
scholarship program to help pay travel

costs for seniors who “student
teach” abroad. 

Another item on his “To
Do” list: expand UL Lafayette’s
Profess ional  Development
Schools program. Ten elemen-
tary and high schools across Aca-
diana now participate. At a Pro-
fessional Development School, a
team of veteran teachers and a
university faculty member work
closely together to provide stu-
dent teachers with broader prac-
tical experience. 

Before his appointment as
acting dean and then dean of the
College of Education, Carlson
was associate dean. He joined
the UL Lafayette staff in the
early 1980s as a professor and
head of the Health and Physical
Education Department.Dr. Gerald Carlson

O n  C a m p u s
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T
he newest deans at UL Lafayette are
already allies. • Both believe that K-12 stu-
dents’ academic success depends, in large part,
on the teaching skills of their instructors. • As
head of the College of Education, Dr. Gerald
Carlson will concentrate on improving the way
the university trains future teachers. Although

the overall mission for the College of Sciences is different, Dr.
Bradd Clark never forgets that tomorrow’s scientists and mathe-
maticians are in K-12 classrooms today.

Common Ground
New deans work toward achieving a
shared goal
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCES

Dr. Bradd Clark became inter-
im dean of the College of  Sciences
in July 2001, when then-dean
Duane Blumberg was appointed
vice president for research and
graduate studies. He had served as
head of the Mathematics Depart-
ment from 1988 to 1993.

There is a misconception,
Clark said, that mathematics is just
a higher level of arithmetic.
“Mathematics is much more about
analyzing a situation and seeing
what’s making things work and try-
ing to apply the tools that you have
to solve them.”

That deductive approach is a
common thread that binds all
departments in the College of Sci-
ences: Biology, Chemistry, Com-
puter Science, Health Informa-
tion Management, Geology, Math-
emat ics ,  Mi l i tary  Sc ience ,
Physics, the Center for Advanced
Computer Studies, and the Insti-
tute of Cognitive Science.

After Clark joined the UL
Lafayette mathematics faculty in 1976,
he had a chance to work with students
across the academic spectrum, ranging
from those who were taking remedial
math classes to others who were work-
ing on graduate dissertations. 

From the start, Clark was dis-
turbed by the number of students who
were required to enroll in remedial
math because they lacked the proper
academic foundation. 

“I realized there was no way, in
one semester, to get many of those stu-
dents prepared to take college math
courses. The only way we could solve
this problem was to reach back into
the high schools and middle schools
and even earlier to do something with
math education,” he said. 

Over the years, he and other facul-
ty members in UL Lafayette’s Mathe-
matics Department have helped some
Louisiana schools boost their scores on
standardized tests by helping veteran
educators, as well as future instructors,
find new ways to teach math.

As the new dean of the College of
Sciences, he has focused on hiring

more blue chip faculty members – 16,
so far.

“These are Ph.D.s coming from
top-notch universities who see this com-
munity as a place that is upbeat. They
are all excited about coming here and
want to add to the community,” he said. 

The recruits include a statistics
expert who most recently taught at
Cornell University, an assistant profes-
sor from Michigan State who’s an
expert on wireless networks and a biol-
ogist from Stony Brook University in
New York. 

Clark said the university’s name
change, from the University of South-
western Louisiana to the University of
Louisiana at Lafayette, made faculty
recruiting easier, along with the imple-
mentation of selective admissions a few
years ago. The ability to supplement
salaries with money generated by
endowments was also a factor that con-
tributed to his hiring success.

“They all have a great wealth of
knowledge that can help with some of
the serious problems facing the com-
munity and state today. We want to
connect to the community and we
want to do it with science.”  ■
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Dr. Bradd Clark

Reach
the
Right
People.

Successful businesses

reach the right people at

the right time. Let the

award-winning university

magazine, La Louisiane,

do the reaching for you.

Advertise your business

and connect with over

70,000 readers, including

60,000 college graduates.

For more information,

contact Odie Terry at

(337) 265-2309.
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Relations and News Services.
“Most of our staff members
have print or broadcast experi-
ence. So, they are keenly aware
of the kind of information that
reporters need, especially when
a deadline is looming. 

“Also, UL Lafayette is a
treasure trove for reporters
because so many of its faculty
are experts who are qualified
to comment on a large number
of topics. We want reporters to
know who to contact. At the
same time, we want to provide
assistance to faculty who are
contacted by reporters for
interviews.”

News releases are posted on the
website, as well. So, the general pub-
lic can get the latest news about the
university.

A free, weekly e-mail newsletter is
a spin-off of the new website. It con-
tains a summary of news releases, plus
some extra items from time to time,
such as reminders of special events. 

To sign up for the newsletter, go
to http://www.louisiana.edu/prand-
news/topnews

Complete a brief form on the com-
puter screen and submit it electronically.

Simon-Dronet said development
of the Public Relations and News Ser-
vices website was a lengthy process.
“We wanted to make sure that it was
comprehensive, reliable and user-
friendly. Some aspects of this site
required specialized knowledge and
skills to develop,” she said.

The website doesn’t have a lot of
“bells and whistles.” “That’s deliberate.
When reporters need information, they
often need it immediately. They don’t
want to lose time waiting while an icon
spins or text dances across the screen,”
Simon-Dronet said.

She noted that the Office of Public
Relations and News Services welcomes
suggestions about improving or
expanding the site. 

For more information about the
Public Relations and News Services web-
site, send e-mail to prns@louisiana.edu
or phone (337) 482-6397.  ■

A
new website provides fast, easy access
to information about UL Lafayette, including
La Louisiane, the university’s magazine. • The
site www.louisiana.edu/prandnews was creat-
ed by the Office of Public Relations and News
Services, with creative and technical support
from a couple of talented students, the univer-

sity’s webmaster and some computer specialists on campus. • “We
have three target audiences for the website: the media, faculty and
the general public,” said Julie Simon-Dronet, director of Public

What’s new?
Find out at
www.louisiana.edu/prandnews

TALK BACK!

The new La Louisiane website is
interactive, which makes it easy

for readers to offer opinions and sug-
gestions or to provide a change of
address.

Also, UL Lafayette grads can send
information – via the Internet – for
publication in the alumni section of
the magazine. After completing a brief
form on the computer screen, the

viewer just clicks the computer mouse
on the submit button to send it to
La Louisiane.

“We truly appreciate comments
from readers. We wanted to make it as
convenient as possible for them to get
in touch with us,” said Kathleen
Thames, La Louisiane’s editor. 

Complete copies of the following
issues have been posted in a PDF for-
mat: Spring 2002, Fall 2001, Spring
2001, Fall 2000 and Spring 2000.
Each issue is linked to free Adobe
Acrobat PDF Reader software, which
can be downloaded. 

O n  C a m p u s
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Talent Search
Reaches Farther
to Help Students

UL LAFAYETTE will expand its efforts
to prepare low-income middle

school and high school students for
college.

Extra money from the U.S.
Department of Education Talent Search
program will be used to boost an exist-
ing program and launch another one.

This summer, U.S. Rep. Chris John
(D-La.) announced a 16 percent
increase in funds for the university’s
Talent Search program, which primari-
ly targets Acadiana youth who would
be the first in their families to attend a
university. It received a total of
$453,947 for the 2002-2003 federal
fiscal year, which began in September.
The existing program serves about
1,000 students in seven parishes.

UL Lafayette received an addition-
al $190,000 to begin another Talent
Search program to reach about 600
more kids during the same fiscal year.

Talent Search activities include
academic, financial, career or personal
counseling, tutoring and mentoring.

“One of our main goals is to make
sure students not only complete the
required core courses in high school, but
also improve their test performance,
especially on the ACT. We know that if
students take the right college preparato-
ry courses, their ACT scores will usually
increase. But we also know there are
some skills required in taking standard-
ized tests, so we have to teach them,”
said Robert Carmouche, director of UL
Lafayette’s Special Services Department.

For more information about Talent
Search, contact Donald Doffoney,
administrative coordinator, at (337)
482-5104. 

University Cashes
Biggest Check
from UL System

W HEN THE UNIVERSITY of Louisiana
System awarded checks to its

eight member universities this spring, it

gave the largest amount to UL Lafayette.
The awards were based, in part, on

student retention and graduation rates.
UL Lafayette received $71,701 of the
total $438,938 disbursed by the ULS.

“We agree with citizens who
demand accountability from their pub-
lic schools, universities and students.
That’s why we put a premium on per-
formance,” said ULS President Dr.
Sally Clausen. “This program gives our
universities cash incentives to work
with K-12 schools to reduce the need
for remedial courses in college. We
also measure how well our universities
retain TOPS scholarship recipients,
achieve program accreditation, and
graduate students.” 

Clausen said taxpayers get more
value for their investments in higher
education when students are ready for
and succeed in college. “It’s more effi-
cient and economical – both for fami-
lies and the state – when students are
ready for college. They are more likely
to stay in school and graduate.”

The $438,938 in performance
funding was made available to the UL
System this fiscal year by the Louisiana
Legislature and state Board of Regents.

The ULS Board of Supervisors
approved criteria for distributing the
funds, which include 
• academic program accreditation

rates;
•  freshman-to-sophomore retention

rates;
•  graduation rates;
•  reduction of remedial costs and

hours taught;
•  percentage of TOPS students eligible

to return;
•  accomplishments in Unique Areas of

Excellence; and
•  performance on financial and com-

pliance audits. 
Below is a list of other ULS

schools and the amounts they received.
• Grambling State University, $41,112 
• Louisiana Tech University, $69,536
• McNeese State University, $50,538 
• Nicholls State University, $46,794
• Northwestern State University,

$51,622 
• Southeastern Louisiana University,

$60,701 
• University of Louisiana at Monroe,

$46,944

Artists Nurse
Mural Back
to Good Health

A MURAL that depicts advances in
medicine in Louisiana has been

revived and is on display in Edith Gar-
land Dupré Library.

The semi-abstract painting was
donated by the Alliance for the
Conservation of Art and Artifacts in
New Orleans. It had been in storage
after having been displayed in Tulane
Medical Center for many years. 

“The History of Medicine” was
restored by Lafayette artists Robert
Dafford and Wayne Ditch.

The 112-foot, 57-inch mural was
painted in 1948 by Wisconsin artist
Franklin Boggs. It begins with habita-
tion of the state by Native Americans
and ends with the introduction of
nuclear medicine. 

“This is an engaging work of art
that captures Louisiana’s medical his-
tory with a sense of wonder,” said UL
Lafayette President Ray Authement. 

The artist is a professor emeritus
at Beloit College in Beloit, Wisc. His
works have been displayed in many
U.S. museums, including the Metropol-
itan, Corcoran, Legion of Honor and
Chicago Art Institute. 

“The History of Medicine” is on the
first floor of Dupré Library in the
Reference section. It can be viewed dur-
ing library hours, which can be found at
http://www.louisiana.edu/Library/Gene
ral/hours.shtml ■
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WELL-INTENTIONED SCHOOL DESEGRE-

gation has backfired, causing schools
to re-segregate, two scholars conclude
in A Troubled Dream, The Promise and
Failure of School Desegregation in
Louisiana.

The book was written by Dr.
Stephen J. Caldas, a professor in UL
Lafayette’s Department of Educational
Foundations and Leadership, and Dr.
Carl L. Bankston, a former UL
Lafayette faculty member who is now
an associate professor of sociology at

Tulane University.
A dispropor-

tionate number of
African American
students grow up
in environments
that are not con-
ducive to academic
success, such as
poverty or single-
parent households.
These disadvan-
tages are magni-

fied inside of schools, making them
seem less attractive to middle class
African American and white families,
according to the authors.

“By failing to deal with the prob-
lems connected to race that exist out-
side of schools, we have undermined
efforts to deal with racial disparities
inside schools,” they state in the book’s
introduction. Forced desegregation has
driven large numbers of white middle
class students out of public schools,
paradoxically leading to re-segregation,
the authors contend.

A Troubled Dream was published
by Vanderbilt University Press.

PREHOSPITAL DRUG THERAPY IS A COM-

prehensive guide to medications
that are used to treat patients in
emergency situations prior to hos-
pitalization.

This second edition was written
by Sheryl M. Gonsoulin, BSN, MN,
an assistant professor of nursing at
UL Lafayette; Mick J. Sanders,
EMT-P, MSA, St. Charles, Mo.; and
William Raynovich, NREMT-P, BS,
MPH, EMS, Academy University of
New Mexico, Albuquerque.

The all-in-one reference complies
with the newest U.S. Department of
Transportation paramedical curricu-
lum, as well as American Heart
Association Guidelines 2000 for CPR
and Emergency Cardiovascular Care.

It covers basic principles of
pharmacology, as well as pharma-
cotherapy for patients in specific
emergencies. Case studies illustrate
the appropriate use of drugs in pre-
hospital settings. A “Math for Medics”
section helps students hone mathe-
matical skills they will need to cor-
rectly administer medications.

Prehospital Drug Therapy was
published by Mosby, Inc.

WHEN A COMPANY IS CONSIDERING

the purchase of new equipment to
boost future earnings, it should ask:
Will profits increase enough to
justify the expenditure?

Economics of Industrial
Projects explains how multi-year
projects contribute to a company’s
economic growth. It was written
by Dr. John H. Ristroph, who is a
professor of engineering and tech-
no logy  managemen t  a t  UL
Lafayette, as well as a professor of
economics. 

This textbook shows how to
take into account
factors such as
t axe s ,  i n f l a t i on ,
financing and risk to
identify projects that
have the most poten-
tial. It’s used to teach
a required economics
and finance course
for undergraduate
engineering students
at UL Lafayette. It’s

also used by graduate students in the
university’s Engineering and Technolo-
gy Management Program.

Economics of Industrial Projects
was published by Infoneering, Inc.

TWO UL LAFAYETTE MATHEMATICIANS

have written highly specialized refer-
ence books.

Dr. Kalimuthu Krishnamoorthy, an
associate professor in the Department
of Mathematics, is the author of an e-
book entitled Statistical Distributions.
Published by Etext.Net, it provides
users with formulas and results of sta-
tistical distributions. It includes
StatCalc software, which can be down-
loaded at no cost.

The target audience for Selected
Topics in Nonlinear Wave Mechanics

is mathematicians
and physicists, as
well as mechanical,
civil and aerospace
engineers. It was
edited by Dr. Chris-
to Christov, a pro-
fessor of mathemat-
ics at the University
of Louisiana at
Lafayette, and Dr.
Arde Guran, a pro-
fessor of mechani-
cal engineering at

the University of Ottawa.
Published by Birkhauser-Boston,

the book gives an overview of the lat-
est research related to nonlinear wave
mechanics in elastic and fluid media,
with a special emphasis on solitary
waves. The notion of a solitary wave is
a novel mathematical description that
underlines the particle-like behavior of
interacting waves. ■

F r o m  t h e  B o o k s h e l f
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“Many of the maps are getting used, as
well as announcements for the library
and campus,” said Sherry Curry, head
of Internet Access Services at Dupré
Library. “The faculty/staff directory is
being utilized a lot, too.”

In the summer of 2000, she and
Ashley Bonnette, Bibliographic
Instruction librarian at Dupré
Library, proposed installing infor-
mation kiosks in the building.

Curry remembers when the
idea came to her. She was reading
the Vermilion, UL Lafayette’s
campus newspaper, when she saw
an article about an approaching
deadline to seek student-funded
technology-related grants. The
article mentioned the need for
information kiosks.

“I thought, ‘That’s something
Ashley and I can do, because
that’s related to our field,’ ” Curry
said in a recent interview.

They submitted a $37,000
grant proposal for three interac-
tive information kiosks, one for
each floor of the library. At the
time, finishing touches were
being placed on a $14 million

renovation project that essentially gut-
ted the original library building and
started over. Since the renovated facili-
ty would be state of the art, it seemed
logical to tap into technology to help
library patrons find their way.

“The addition of the interactive

kiosks will not only enhance the ease
and accessibility of retrieving certain
types of information, but will also pro-
mote a high-tech yet user-friendly
image,” their grant proposal stated.

The committee that determines
how Student Technology Enhancement
Program funds will be allocated liked
the idea, but had a counter proposal.
Would Curry and Bonnette develop two
kiosks instead, one in Dupré Library
and one at another location on campus?

They agreed, beginning a two-
year project that has resulted in two
presentations to the Louisiana Library
Association.

“We were the first library in the
state to have this. So, we had a lot of
questions and inquiries after the first
session at the LLA convention in
2001,” Curry said. At the Association’s
convention this spring, they provided
an update. They will probably offer a
third installment in 2003.

One of their biggest tasks was
editing voluminous amounts of materi-
al about the library and university into
a pre-determined outline. Since two,
instead of three kiosks, were obtained,
remaining grant money was used to
hire a graduate assistant to help main-
tain and update that information. 

Both kiosks were installed in late

A
s libraries across Louisiana explore the
use of interactive information kiosks, UL
Lafayette is leading the way. • Its Edith Gar-
land Dupré Library already has one in oper-
ation; another assists visitors in Guillory
Hall, next to Cypress Lake. The kiosks pro-
vide directions, answer frequently asked

questions and announce library and campus events. • Computer
software can determine what information is most popular by
tracking the number of times a certain feature is accessed.

Need some help?
New equipment offers directions,
information

This touch screen kiosk is on the bottom floor of Edith
Garland Dupré Library, near the Reference Desk. 
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Now Students
Can Alternate
Work, Classes

A NEW PROGRAM gives UL Lafayette
students the chance to gain paid

work experience in their field of study
prior to graduation.

The Cooperative Education Pro-
gram, administered by UL Lafayette’s
Career Services, was established in June.

“The mission of this campus-wide
program is to provide students with
academically enhancing employment
opportunities in industry, business and
government,” said Evalyn Rodgers,
director of Career Services.

Students participating in the pro-
gram  integrate periods of academic
study with alternate periods of full-
time, paid work experience. To qualify
for the program, students must have
completed 30 hours of credit applica-
ble toward their degree and have main-
tained a minimum 2.5 overall grade
point average. During the work period,
students must be enrolled in the Coop-
erative Education Program, which
allows them to maintain full-time stu-
dent status with the university.

The Career Services staff is in the
process of identifying companies which
have a cooperative education program
and would be interested in working
with the university.

Libby Bonin, program coordinator,
said the staff especially encourages UL
Lafayette alumni to become involved
with the program. “It’s a great way for
companies to preview – and even train
– potential staff members. Also, partic-
ipation in this type of program often
results in employment for a student
after graduation.”

For more information about
recruiting students for employment or

enrolling in the program, please call
Career Services at (337) 262-5300.

Senior Serves
on UL System
Governing Panel

JESSICA CLARKE, president of UL
Lafayette’s  Student Government

Association, is serving on the board of
supervisors of the University of
Louisiana System.

She was chosen by fellow SGA
presidents at universities in the UL
System to represent them on the board. 

Clarke, a senior, is majoring in
marketing. While at UL Lafayette, she
has played softball for the Lady Cajuns
and served on the Executive Council
for Kappa Delta Sorority, as well as the
Student Government Association. She
is president of three UL Lafayette
organizations: Order of Omega, a
Greek honor society; Mu Kappa Tau, a
marketing honor fraternity; and Ragin’
Peppers, who are football hostesses.

A 1999 graduate of Lafayette High
School, she is the daughter of Dr. and
Mrs. Jimmy Clarke of Lafayette.

University Can
Waive Some
Out-of-State Fees

U L LAFAYETTE is offering a deal to
entice more out-of-state students

to enroll.
Under certain circumstances, it

won’t tack on traditional out-of-state fees. 
“With the new waivers, many out-

of-state students will now be able to
attend UL Lafayette for the same cost,
or even less, than an institution in their
home state. And, in some cases, the
waivers may be available with other
financial aid,” said Dan Rosenfield,
dean of Enrollment Management.

Students enrolling at UL Lafayette
as first time freshmen will receive an
out-of-state tuition waiver if they have
an ACT composite score of at least 23
(or an equivalent SAT total score), a
cumulative high school GPA of at least
2.5 (on a 4.0 scale), and require no
developmental coursework.

Out-of-state incoming transfer stu-
dents (12 or more completed semester
hours) will qualify for the waiver if
they have a college cumulative GPA of
at least 2.75 and require no develop-
mental coursework.

Out-of-state tuition waivers are
available to students with high achieve-
ment in dance, debate, visual arts, music
or theater, cheerleading, flag corps, and
other sponsored spirit groups. To qualify
for these awards, students must have at
least a 2.5 high school GPA on a 4.0
scale or a cumulative college GPA of at
least 2.5 and at least 24 semester hours
of college coursework, and commit to
participation in their area of achieve-
ment at UL Lafayette.

For more information, contact UL
Lafayette’s Office of Scholarships at
scholar@louisiana.edu ■

November 2001. But they were soon
unplugged so some glitches could be
worked out. The equipment was func-
tional again the following spring.

Bonnette said some students did-
n’t realize, initially, that the library
kiosk contains maps of the facility and

other valuable information. “At first,
some people thought they were waste
cans,” she said with a laugh.

But, Bonnette recalled a day when
she and Curry were standing by the
library’s kiosk, soon after it had been
installed. “A student walked up to it

and asked, ‘What’s that?’ I said, ‘Well,
it’s sort of a directional, way finding
resource.’ ‘That’s just what I need!’ he
said.” 

That’s what Curry and Bonnette
had in mind all along. ■
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A lmost 8,000 Acadiana citizens gathered
at Cajun Field for “United We Stand:
9/11 Remembered,” a solemn ceremony
on the one-year anniversary of the

attack on America.
UL Lafayette’s marching band performed

patriotic music, including a medley of songs asso-
ciated with each branch of the U.S. military.

More than 3,000 people
were killed when terrorists
slammed two commercial jetlin-
ers into the World Trade Center
in New York City and another
into the Pentagon in Washington,
D.C. Thanks to the heroic inter-
vention of passengers, a fourth
jetliner commandeered by terror-

ists plowed into an empty field in Pennsylvania
instead of the nation’s capital. 

Among the dead was Robert Hymel, a 1969
USL graduate who was working in the Pentagon
as a civilian management analyst. 

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette will
erect a permanent memorial on campus – con-
structed from a piece of the Pentagon wreckage –
to honor Hymel and all the other victims of the
terrorist assault. 

“We are very honored to have this memorial on
campus. It will represent not only those lost on Sep-
tember 11, but also the freedom this country holds so
dear,” said UL Lafayette President Ray Authement.

AYEAR
LATER, 
FREEDOM
STILL
RINGS
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Lester Guidry, left,
traveled to the
Pentagon to make a
personal appeal for
material for
memorials in
Louisiana.

A fragment of limestone from the
damaged face of the Pentagon
was obtained for the university by
Lester J. Guidry of Lafayette, a

Korean War veteran who is commander of
Stanley Martin-Felix Ducrest American
Legion Post 69 in Lafayette. He also
acquired parts of the damaged building for
memorials in Parc Sans Souci in downtown
Lafayette, American Legion Post 69 head-
quarters on Surrey Street and the city of
Lake Charles.  ■
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UL students among the best-prepared

F or Felgenhauer, this announcement is a moment of triumph. With
the support and assistance of a committee of colleagues, he has
helped build a pre-professional program that Dr. Sam McClugage,

assistant dean of admissions at LSU School of Medicine in New
Orleans, has described as “one of the best that I have ever witnessed.”

In 2001, more than three-fourths of UL Lafayette students who
applied to professional schools were able to attend the school of their
choice. That was not always the case.

When Felgenhauer was asked to lead the College of Science’s pre-pro-
fessional program a decade ago, only two or three UL Lafayette students
were accepted into medical school each year. Last year, 19 were admitted.

GETTING IN
Support system boosts odds of attending professional schools

BY KATHLEEN THAMES

Photography by

Doug Dugas

It’s a little after 5 p.m. on a Wednesday in late

August. In a conference room in Billeaud Hall, Dr.

Bruce Felgenhauer is about to conduct the UL

Lafayette Pre-Professional Society’s first meeting of the

fall semester. • Thirty minutes before the session was

scheduled to start, dark roiling clouds split apart, spit-

ting lightning bolts and shimmering sheets of rain.

Despite the inclement weather, about 60 young men

and women have crowded into the room to listen to

what he has to say. • The associate professor of biology

stalls for a couple of minutes, in case anyone who

intended to drop by was delayed by the downpour. He

is nearing the end of another work day that started at 6

a.m. • “The success of the university’s pre-professional

program,” he begins, “has never been better.” 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Dr. Bruce Felgenhauer, an

associate professor of biology, explains

the principles of the transmission

electron microscope while discussing

electron micrographs of various organs of

the human body.  Pre-med students are,

from left, Mike Babineaux, Michelle

Manning and Robyn Deranger.
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The significance of that number becomes more
apparent when it’s put into a larger context that illus-
trates the level of competition. 

There are three medical schools in Louisiana:
LSU School of Medicine in New Orleans, LSU School
of Medicine in Shreveport and Tulane Medical School
in New Orleans. Both LSU schools only accept
Louisiana residents.

In 2001, 765 people applied for admission to
LSU School of Medicine in New Orleans; 166 were
accepted. That same year, 6,503 people applied for
admission to Tulane Medical School. A total of 971
were interviewed; 155 were accepted.

Dr. F. Scott Kennedy, assistant dean for student
admissions at LSU School of Medicine in Shreveport,
told La Louisiane that, as a group, UL Lafayette stu-

dents who enroll there are “fully prepared in all ways.
. . something which does not happen without effec-
tive, labor-intensive, too-often-thankless mentoring.

“In recent years, UL Lafayette students are
among the best-prepared applicants in the state.”

Candid assessments carry weight

F or the next hour, Felgenhauer briefs the students
on what courses to take, urges them to log at
least 500 hours of volunteer community service

and to “make the grades from day one.”
A bachelor’s degree in biology or chemistry is ideal,

he advises. Only 5 percent of students in Louisiana med-
ical schools have other degrees, and for good reason.
The MCAT,  a “wickedly difficult” national standardized

Soon after he took over the Pre-Professional Program, Dr. Bruce Felgenhauer made it a personal mission to help

more students reach their goals of getting accepted into professional schools.  



test, has questions about subjects that
entering freshmen medical students are
expected to already know, such as
genetics. If you’ve never studied that, he
warned, “you’re going to go down like a
power window.” 

This meeting is the first of a series
of activities intended to help students
reach their goals of becoming physi-
cians, dentists or other professionals in
the health care field.

During the semester, a variety of
speakers will address the Pre-Professional Society, includ-
ing a representative of Southern College of Optometry in
Memphis, a third-year medical student, a chiropractor
and a physical therapist. An average of about 100 stu-
dents pack the place when there are guest speakers.

Felgenhauer will also invite deans from Louisiana
medical and dental schools to lecture. They’ll stay for
informal receptions that give students a chance to
introduce themselves and ask questions. It’s not
unusual, Felgenhauer says, for one of those deans to

track a student’s academic performance if he
or she makes a strong first impression.

When Dr. Jim Wier, dean of admissions of
LSU School of Dentistry, travels to UL
Lafayette to talk to the Pre-Professional Soci-
ety, he’ll schedule 15- to 30-minute one-on-
one interviews with students
interested in dentistry careers.

The relationships Felgen-
hauer has cultivated with those
deans is crucial. The universi-
ty’s Pre-Professional Commit-
tee, composed of biology and
chemistry faculty, reviews UL
Lafayette students’ applications
to medical, dental and optome-
try schools. It then writes let-
ters of recommendation that
accompany those applications. 

Felgenhauer and the com-
mittee have earned a reputa-
tion for always providing can-
did student assessments. Their
frankness is highly valued by
admissions deans.

As chairman, Felgenhauer
is the committee’s point man,
the one who has frequent con-
tact with medical school and
dental school gatekeepers.

Some UL Lafayette stu-
dents’ futures depend on Fel-
genhauer’s integrity, according
to Dr. Darryl Felder, head of UL
Lafayette’s Biology Department.

“On many occasions, his
opinion has served to leverage
the admission of a truly quali-
fied student who may have
lacked the strongest admission

For the next hour, Felgenhauer briefs the

students on what courses to take, urges

them to log at least 500 hours of

volunteer community service and to

“make the grades from day one.”

PROFESSIONAL

SCHOOL PREPARATION

College of Sciences

Dentistry

Medical technology

Medicine

Occupational therapy

Optometry

Pharmacy

Physical Therapy

Physicians Assistant

Other allied health

professions

College of Applied Life

Sciences

Pre-Veterinary

Pre-Forestry

Pre-Agricultural

Engineering

College of Liberal Arts

Pre-Law

Ryan Chastant prepares sterile instrumentation for a surgical

procedure at Lafayette General Medical Center. He hopes to

attend medical school and is getting “hands on” experience in

the operating room as he works his evening shift. 
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test score or GPA; the repeated subsequent success of
those students has served to underscore his credibili-
ty,” Felder wrote in a letter nominating Felgenhauer
for the Outstanding Advisor Award in 1997.

“So far, we haven’t made a mistake,” Felgenhauer
tells the Pre-Professional Society this rainy afternoon
in August. In fact, he continues, UL Lafayette gradu-
ates are usually in the top third of their classes in
medical school.

Success stems 
from personal pursuit

F elgenhauer jokes that his office in Billeaud Hall
has a revolving door.  Students quickly learn that
he will always take the time to answer their ques-

tions or offer advice. “I never rush a soul
out of here,” he said, during an interview
that he has managed to squeeze into his
already jam-packed schedule.

When students ask whether they have
what it takes to get into medical school or
dental school, he doesn’t hold back.

“I could row a boat on the river of
tears that have been shed in my office,”
he said, referring to the number of stu-
dents whose dreams of becoming a
physician or dentist have withered in
the harsh reality of what it takes to
make the cut.

On the other hand, he receives e-mail
messages, handwritten notes or phone

calls almost daily from former students who want to
thank him one more time for everything he’s done to
help them. 

Soon after he took over the Pre-Professional Pro-
gram about decade ago, something happened that
altered Felgenhauer’s life and ultimately the lives of
many others: the professional became personal. What
could have been another administrative duty turned
into a personal quest.

Every moment he spends for that purpose is in
addition to his duties as an associate professor: teach-
ing, research, writing papers for publication in scien-
tific journals, writing grant proposals and directing
graduate student research.

Felgenhauer has earned the UL Lafayette Founda-
tion’s Distinguished Professor Award and the universi-

ty’s Outstanding Advisor
Award. The 2002-2003 Blue
Key Honor Society’s campus
phone directory is dedicated
to him.

Although he is honored
to have received such recog-
nition, he probably gets the
most professional satisfaction
when he scans the latest list
of names of UL Lafayette
students accepted to med-
ical school. 

Felgenhauer does not
receive any monetary com-
pensation for the extra time
he spends coaching stu-
dents, talking with parents
and maintaining relation-
ships with professional
school representatives and
UL Lafayette grads. That
doesn’t seem to bother him.

“This is all a labor of
love,” he said. 

With the support and assistance of a

committee of colleagues, Felgenhauer has

helped build a pre-professional program

that Dr. Sam McClugage, assistant dean of

admissions at LSU School of Medicine in

New Orleans, has described as “one of the

best that I have ever witnessed.”

Dr. Bruce Felgenhauer explains to Ashley Brodhead the steps required to apply to

Louisiana medical schools.
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Advisors help students  

consider choices

A nyone who seeks admission to Louisiana’s phys-
ical therapy program must have an academic
record that would be good enough to get into

medical school.
That’s because there are only about 65 spaces

each year in the LSU Health Sciences Center School
of Allied Health – 40 at the New Orleans campus and
24 at the Shreveport site. 

“We recommend that a student have an under-
graduate degree in biology. Also, it’s desirable for the
student to maintain a 3.4 GPA,” said Dr. Pegge Alcia-
tore, administrator for UL Lafayette’s Department of

Biology and a member of the university’s Pre-Profes-
sional Committee. 

She hasn’t kept records of the number of UL
Lafayette graduates who have applied or been accepted
to the state’s physical therapy programs. “But I think
the students who earned the right and wanted to get
into one of the schools were accepted,” she said.

Physical therapy was an extremely popular degree
choice about 10 years ago.

“I would say the majority of freshmen seeking a
biology degree wanted to be physical therapists,”
Alciatore said. But the field became less attractive
when insurance companies reevaluated their coverage
of physical therapy costs. Employment opportunities
and potential income stabilized.

Dr. Pegge Alciatore explains range of motion to a group of students in a human anatomy and physiology class. From

left, are an unidentified student, Kim Roy, Seth Billiodeaux, Alciatore and Louise Gremillion.
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There may be a slight oversupply of physical ther-
apists in the state, she noted. “I don’t think we’ll ever
see a true shortage of physical therapists because the
schools pay very close attention to how many they
matriculate.” 

Alciatore gets to know students in health-related
pre-professional programs because she’s responsible for
checking biology majors’ degree plans to make sure they
meet all of UL Lafayette’s requirements for graduation. 

“Plus, I get to know them because I teach most of
them in my anatomy and physiology classes. They are
usually excellent students, very motivated,” she said.

For students who are interested in physical therapy,
she points out another option: occupational therapy.

What’s the difference between physical therapy
and occupational therapy?

For starters, the word “occupational” is misleading
because it incorrectly connotes therapy for work-related
injuries. Occupational therapy is defined as activity pre-
scribed to promote recovery or rehabilitation. 

“Physical therapy tends to deal with an individual
problem. For instance, a patient may have a severed
Achilles tendon. The physical therapist concentrates
on ways to help the patient regain mobility and

strength,” Alciatore said.
“An occupational

therapist has a broader
view. A young child might
be in the hospital prior to
major surgery. The occu-
pational therapist’s job is
to get that child as ready
as possible, including
emotionally. That may
mean keeping them opti-
mistic, as well as design-
ing things for them to do
that will make them
stronger. Occupational
therapy really calls for a
different personality than
physical therapy.”

In her role as an
academic advisor, Alcia-
tore has a responsibility
to help students set real-
istic goals, based on
their abilities.

“You don’t want to
discourage them, but
sometimes you have to
make them understand
that they need to explore
other options,” she said.

“I really enjoy talk-
ing to students and try-
ing to direct them.”

Pre-vet curriculum builds

solid foundation

It’s probably more difficult to get into veterinary
school than medical school. That’s the opinion of
Dr. Terry Clement, a professor of renewable

resources, who’s in charge of the University of
Louisiana at Lafayette’s pre-veterinary program. 

“It’s very tough,” he said.
Last year, six UL Lafayette grads applied to LSU

Veterinary School, the only vet school in Louisiana.
Two were accepted.

“That’s actually a good percentage. It’s just
extremely competitive,” Clement said.

The school had received a total of 1,500 applica-
tions and conducted about 1,000 interviews before
choosing 54 candidates from Louisiana. 

An applicant’s residence is relevant because not
every state has a veterinary school. “In fact, Louisiana
didn’t have one for the first 15 years that I was here,”
Clement said. “So, our graduates had to go out of
state. At that time, Louisiana was allotted a certain

The university’s Pre-Professional Committee is composed of faculty in the biology and

chemistry departments. Its members evaluate UL Lafayette students’ applications to

professional schools and write letters of recommendation. Shown, from left, are

Dr. August Gallo, an associate professor of chemistry; Dr. Pegge Alciatore, Department

of Biology administrator; Dr. Bruce Felgenhauer, committee chairman and an associate

professor of biology; and Dr. Lewis Deaton, an associate professor of biology.

Not shown: Dr. John Dankert, an assistant professor of biology, who is on sabbatical.
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number of slots at Texas A&M, Auburn
and Oklahoma State. It was extremely hard
to get in.

“When LSU got its vet school, the
other schools said they wouldn’t take appli-
cations from students from Louisiana.” 

That may sound harsh, but the system
is intended to make sure students in every
state of the nation at least have a chance to
pursue a career in veterinary medicine,
Clement explained. “So, LSU takes gradu-
ates from states who don’t have vet schools,
such as Arkansas.”

But rigorous admissions requirements and geo-
graphic considerations shouldn’t discourage UL
Lafayette students from pursuing a pre-veterinary cur-
riculum, he stressed. It provides a solid science foun-
dation for a variety of career opportunities.

“We’ve seen some of our best students go on to
get Ph.D.s out of the pre-vet curriculum. They may
change to animal science, for instance. They make
great grad students because they have such strong
self-discipline and study habits. It’s a great place to

start,” Clement said.
He and Dr. Lora Lana

Goodeaux, a professor of
renewable resources at UL
Lafayette, work with stu-
dents who are interested in
the pre-veterinary curricu-
lum. In addition to offering
advice about which courses
to take, the advisors help
pre-vet students find work at
private veterinary clinics.

Clement estimates that
60-70 percent of veterinari-
ans who practice in the
Lafayette area received
undergraduate degrees from
UL Lafayette.

Dr. Thomas J. Rowell,
director of the New Iberia
Research Center, is one of
them. In fact, he’s one of
Clement’s former students.

“We’ve gotten real
active in working with the
undergraduates to get them
prepared for entry into vet
school,” Rowell said. Staff
veterinarians at the NIRC
have held mock interviews,
for instance, so applicants
will know what to expect
and how to conduct them-
selves during questioning.

“Also, the NIRC pro-
vides training opportunities
for hands-on work,” he said.

Of the eight veterinari-
ans employed at the Center,

Of the eight veterinarians employed at

the Center, four are UL Lafayette

graduates. Basic and applied research is

conducted on non-human primates

there in an effort to solve human health

and societal problems.

At UL Lafayette’s New Iberia Research Center, Patti Perque, a UL Lafayette pre-vet

major, conducts an ultrasound to check an African green monkey’s kidneys. UL

Lafayette grad Sean Roy, her supervisor, assists.



four are UL Lafayette graduates.
Basic and applied research is con-
ducted on non-human primates
there in an effort to solve human
health and societal problems.

Veterinary medicine in a labo-
ratory setting is not common,
according to Dr. Dana Has-
selschwert, an NIRC veterinarian
and head of the Division of Veteri-
nary Sciences. So, UL Lafayette
students can get extraordinary
work experience there.

Some UL Lafayette under-
graduates work as part-time tech-
nicians. They receive the same in-
service training as full-time techni-
cians, which ranges from pest
management to good laboratory
practices.

Hasselschwert admits the
NIRC’s efforts are not completely
altruistic. Administrators hope

that some of today’s pre-vet students might be NIRC

veterinarians in the future.
“It may sound selfish,” she said, “but we like to

grow our own.”

Students Sarah Case, left, and Lana Hariu examine

slides during an upper-level independent study class in

renewable resources.

Students in an introductory animal science course feed a calf at the UL Lafayette Experimental Farm in Cade, La.

From left, are: Darrah Wentworth, Grant Rutherford, Jason Chiasson, Sarah Case, Lana Hariu and Felecia Sonnier.

The New Iberia Research

Center, which houses non-

human primates, offers

training opportunities to

undergraduate students

who are interested in

becoming veterinarians.

24 L a  L o u i s i a n e   FA L L 2 0 0 2



L a  L o u i s i a n e   FA L L 2 0 0 2 25

What matters most? GPA and LSAT

Don’t go to law school because you don’t know
what else to do after graduation. That’s one bit of
advice Dr. Rick Swanson, an associate professor

of political science, is quick to offer. As a UL Lafayette
pre-law advisor, he wants stu-
dents to do some homework
about the legal field before
pursuing a law degree. 

At the UL Lafayette Law
Club’s first meeting of the fall
semester, Swanson urged the
50-60 students in the audience
to talk to attorneys, try to land
internships in local law offices
and read extensively about the
practice of law.

“The practice of law is
unlike the study of law,” he said,
relating what he has learned
from personal experience.

Swanson earned a law
degree, summa cum laude,
from Southern Illinois Univer-
sity School of Law and later
clerked for an Illinois Appel-
late Court justice.

“By then I had realized
that my personality was such
that I would not enjoy the
practice of law. Although I
loved to learn about the law and share my knowledge
of the law with others, the practice of law is generally
filled with conflict.

“So, I decided that teaching would allow me to
continue to study what I loved while avoiding the neg-
ative aspects of practicing law,” he states in a biogra-
phical sketch on his personal website. He went on to
earn a doctorate in political science from the
University of Kentucky.

Swanson told Law Club members that two fac-
tors usually determine whether a person will be
accepted into law school – his or her college grade
point average and Law School Admissions Test score.
He encouraged them to make the highest grades possi-
ble and to practice taking the LSAT exam.

UL Lafayette offers a pre-law degree based on
Association of American Law Schools guidelines.

“Students learn certain general skills that they
will need to practice law, such as writing, verbal com-
munication skills and critical thinking,” Swanson said.
They also have several opportunities to become famil-
iar with the legal profession.

The Law Club, for instance, invites local attor-
neys to lecture at regular meetings. 

The university hosts a day-long annual meeting

with representatives from Loyola, LSU, Southern and
Tulane law schools. During that session, students can
find out more about the study of law and the law
school admissions process.

Last year, Swanson initiated the creation of UL
Lafayette’s first Mock Trial team. A national Mock

Trial program helps students
learn about the judicial sys-
tem and develop some of the
skills they would need as
attorneys. Taking the roles of
lawyers and witnesses, they
argue cases in regional and
national competition. 

UL Lafayette’s team trav-
eled to Birmingham, Ala., for
its inaugural competition. Its
first opponent: Rhodes Col-
lege of Memphis, Tenn., the
team that had won the
national Mock Trial competi-
tion the previous year.

But UL Lafayette’s team
wasn’t discouraged. “It was a
wonderful experience,” said
Melanie Lege, one of its mem-
bers, during the first Law
Club meeting of the fall
semester. She praised the
Rhodes team. “They rocked.
It wasn’t like a bunch of
lawyers at all,” she said.

In the regional contest, UL Lafayette won the
“Best New School Award”  and Lege earned a “Top 10
Witness Award.”

‘It takes a college’

Dr. Bradd Clark is the new dean of UL Lafayette’s
College of Sciences. One of his goals is to capi-
talize on the strength of the university’s Pre-

Professional Program, as the university gets ready to
move to higher academic standards. The University of
Louisiana at Lafayette became a selective admissions
university in 1999 and is gradually raising its entrance
requirements.

“They say that it takes a village to raise a child.
But it takes a college to raise a medical student,”
Clark said. “Our Pre-Professional Committee provides
the good advice and special opportunities that pre-
med students rightfully value. And the College pro-
vides the needed teaching and mentoring – one course
at a time, one student at a time. 

“You have to understand that science is about
solving problems and our mission is to help provide
the community with future problem solvers.” ■

Dr. Rick Swanson, an associate professor of

political science, advises students who are

interested in attending law school to make the

highest grades they can and study for the Law

School Admissions Test. 



Melissa Mora, a UL Lafayette
senior, and “Lil’ Bloomer,”

an animated character she
created for a class exercise,

shown below.
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L
arge silver letters on a computer screen spell USL.
Suddenly, a flaming, red pepper zips in front of
them. Poof! The letter S burns to a crisp in its
wake, leaving a pile of smoldering ashes. The pep-
per then shoves the U and L close together. It dis-
appears from the screen for a moment, then reap-
pears, pushing the word “Lafayette” to add to UL.

• In less than 15 seconds, this computer animated video has con-
veyed the university’s recent name change, and introduced an ele-
ment of its spicy Ragin’ Cajuns® athletic logo, in a way that words
cannot. • It was created by UL Lafayette senior Laura Kelley,
using sophisticated computer animation software. Computer ani-
mation, for anyone who has been living in a cave for the past
decade or so, is a high-tech term that means “magic.” • And UL
Lafayette is where students learn how to become magicians.

By Kathleen Thames

Photography by Travis Gauthier
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T he University of Louisiana
at Lafayette is the only
university in the state that

offers a bachelor’s degree with a
specialization in computer
graphics and animation.

“Ours is much like a work
environment. Students put
together movies,” said Gordon
Brooks, dean of the College of
the Arts.

But first, they must gain a
broad perspective, by learning
about traditional visual arts,
such as painting, sculpture and
design; by studying art history; and by absorbing fun-
damental design principles. They spend their last few
semesters mastering “Maya,” the world’s leading 3-D
computer animation software. It was used to produce
such recent box office hits as Ice Age, Shrek and Lord
of The Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring.

“An animator is l ike a
movie maker and making a
movie is a collaborative effort.
No one person does it,”
Brooks said. “Nonetheless, we
teach our students, as artists,
how to be independent. They
do nearly everything.” That
includes 3-D modeling, tex-
ture mapping, lighting, back-
grounds and sound.

M elissa Mora’s favorite
animated movie, “Fan-
tasia,” was created

almost four decades before she was born. As a child,
the UL Lafayette senior was captivated by the timeless
1940 Walt Disney film, which combines two-dimen-
sional animation with classical music. 

Her fascination with the art form shaped her
future. A New Orleans native, Mora chose to attend

UL Lafayette because
she wanted to earn a
bachelor of fine arts
degree with a special-
ization in computer
animation.

To earn that degree,
a senior must make a
three-minute animated
film that is judged wor-

thy by a panel composed of three faculty members in the
Visual Arts Department of the College of the Arts.

“This doesn’t sound like much, but when you con-
sider the complexity of making every decision related
to all components and making every, and I mean every,
movement of a character and cameras, it’s a lot,”
Brooks said. One second of animation, for example, is
filled with at least 24 frames of an image.

Mora spends three to five hours a day working on her
senior project. Sitting in front of a computer screen for so
long, day after day, influenced what she chose to animate.

“It makes you forget what it feels like to experience
nature like I did when I was a kid, when I spent most of
my time outside of the house, playing until dusk,” she
explained. “To reconnect to that time, I want to create a
personal dimension of nature through dreams and fan-
tasy, mystery, magic, chaos and suspense.” Her movie
tells the tale of a tiny, shimmering fairy trapped briefly
in a young girl’s room one night as she sleeps. 
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Gordon Brooks, dean of the College of
the Arts, hopes to someday establish a
Center for Digital Moving Images.

Katherine Harmon created an animated sequence
entitled “Solar System,” shown above.

Right: “All Ruffled
Up” by Johnathon
Champagne



Y eon Choi, an assistant
professor, teaches com-
puter animation courses

at UL Lafayette. 
What do she and other

faculty panelists look for when
they review a senior project? 

“First, whether the idea is
fresh. What kind of message
did they deliver with their
work?” she replied. Although a
student’s film is only three min-
utes in length, it must have a
message to keep the viewer
engaged.

“Of course, I’m an anima-
tor. I have to see the move-
ment, especially when they use
a character,” Choi continued. “I
have to see whether the charac-
ter moves naturally. Or, if
there’s a leaf falling from a tree,
I have to see whether it falls naturally.”

The panel looks for many other elements, as well,
including lighting and transitions between scenes.

C hoi holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
painting from Ewha University in Seoul, Korea,
but went on to earn a master’s degree in com-

puter arts from the University of Massachusetts. That

leap from such a traditional art form was unexpected,
she said.

In the late Nineties, she was teaching young stu-
dents to paint. “They played video games a lot and when
they came to the studio, they would talk about them. I
thought I should learn how computer graphics worked.”

At first, she said, “I wanted to make my paintings

move. The more I learned, the more interested I
became. It was so fascinating. I was not only dealing
with color and space, but also motion and sound at the
same time.”

Brooks said many students in UL Lafayette’s
College of the Arts have an opposite experience. “Now,
the majority of our freshman students declare them-
selves interested in graphic design, animation, elec-

tronic art or video. That doesn’t mean they all stay that
way. . . They ‘discover’ sculpture, they ‘discover’ paint-
ing. They ‘discover’ other forms they are attracted to,”
he said. “It is ‘art’ that interests them and computer
animation is another medium – like photography,
painting or sculpture – for self expression.” 

Mora’s interest in computer animation was not

Yeon Choi and Nathan Champagne concentrate on an animated sequence,
awash in light from a computer monitor. Choi teaches students how to use
“Maya,” a popular 3-D computer animation software program.

“Perpetual” by Julie Lanclos
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diverted. But she is grateful for the breadth of courses
she was required to take.

“I’m glad I came to UL Lafayette because I’ve
learned so much about fine art. To have an overall back-
ground, to learn about sculpture, ceramics and painting,
gives you the whole 3-D perspective,” she said.

Computer animation was first embraced by scien-
tists, who used it to illustrate concepts that may
be difficult for some people to visualize, such as

molecular structures or weather systems. But its poten-
tial for advertising and entertainment quickly became
apparent.

“Now it’s the artists, as well as the scientists, who
work with computer animation and the entertainment
industry drives it,” Brooks noted.

An entire industry was created with the marriage
of computer science and art: video games.

“Pong,” introduced by Atari in 1972, was one of
the first home video games to capture the public’s
imagination, although it consisted of little more than
the image of a ball bouncing back and forth across a
television screen. 

Some UL Lafayette students initially plan to major
in computer science because they want to learn how to
make video games. “But games are produced by gamers,
not computer scientists,” Brooks said. Other students
seek art majors for the same reason, “but they don’t
know how to write code. Computer scientists must take
an animator’s model and strip it to a smaller size.”

He envisions a place in Lafayette where artists and sci-
entists can collaborate, a Center for Digital Moving Images.

UL Lafayette and Acadiana “are uniquely posi-
tioned, geographically, collaboratively, technologically,
and culturally to provide leadership in the application
of existing technologies and the development of new
digital moving image technologies. . .” he states in a
proposal for the pilot project.

The center’s primary goal would be to support the
development of entertainment and information tech-
nology, which are two of the nine industry clusters
identified in “Vision 2020,” Louisiana’s long-term mas-
ter plan for economic development. The center would
create an online digital image archive and a digital
moving image studio. Also, it would promote scientific
research into data mining, digital imagery and stream-
ing video technology.

Brooks is exploring financing options to establish
such a facility.

UL Lafayette senior Laura Kelley recalls how her
father mentioned one day that he had seen a
trailer for Shrek, an animated movie. 

“That must have taken someone a long time to
make,” he observed.

“No, Dad, it took a couple of hundred people sev-
eral years to make it,” she corrected. 

The number of people required to produce
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Auman Landry fine-tunes the image of a jellyfish,
using sophisticated computer animation software.

Above: “Echo of Youth” by Cort Chatagnier
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