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100 Years Later

Alumni support still strong « by James Savage

OTHIER VOORHIES WAS 16 YEARS
Pold when he graduated from
Southwestern Louisiana
Industrial Institute in 1903. He was
among 18 students who made up the
fledgling school’s first graduating class.

A group photograph of some of
them shows an austere young man with
a slight frown. His black suit and match-
ing tie are somber, compared to the
white frills of the dresses worn by the
young women seated behind him.

But the photograph doesn't tell the
whole story. Gertrude Voorhies Henke,
86, of Lafayette, remembers her father as
a hardworking man who cared for his
siblings after his own father died when
he was 16. Voorhies also was a man who
valued education, his daughter said. All
four of his children attended the univer-
sity, as did two successive generations of
his family.

In the past 100 years, four Pothier
Voorhies have walked campus. Today,
his great-grandson, Pothier “Sport”
Voorhies 1V, plays second base for the
Ragin’ Cajun® baseball team.

But Pothier Voorhies’ legacy tran-
scends family ties. He was among a
group of graduates who in 1904 founded
what would become the UL Lafayette
Alumni Association, which this year
begins its centennial celebration. He
served as the first president of the Soci-
ety of the Alumni until 1908.

From fewer than 40 founding mem-
bers, the association has grown to more
than 8,100 members.

Through scholarships, endowments
and events, the Association promotes
the university through one of its greatest
assets — its alumni.

Here are some milestones in the
Association’s 100-year history.
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BEGINNINGS

Commencement 1904 marked the
second graduation exercises at SLII,
which had been open for a mere four
years. There were 220 students at the
university, more than double the 100
students who enrolled during its first
session in 1900.

Graduates of the Class of 1903 were
among hundreds who took advantage of
discounted train fare to attend the five-
day event, which culminated with grad-
uation exercises.

The Society of the Alumni met
annually; membership dues were 50
cents. According to its original charter,
the group’s purpose was “to promote
good fellowship among its members, to
strengthen the ties of loyalty and devo-
tion to their alma mater and at all times
to further the interests of the Institute.”

Membership in the association was

open to any SLII graduate.

In 1930, the group changed its
name to the Alumni Association of
Southwestern. Subsequent names
reflected the school’s change in stature.

SPRING GALA

The Alumni Association’s annual
Spring Gala does more than raise money
for maintenance of the Alumni Center.
Since 1997, the Association has honored
nine businessmen, academics and politi-
cians whose support of UL Lafayette has
been exemplary.

Honorees include:

* 1997, Herbert Heymann, a promi-
nent Lafayette businessman and philan-
thropist.

¢ 1998, U.S. Sen. John Breaux. A
two-story wing of the Alumni Center,
which houses Association offices, is
named in his honor. He graduated from
USL in 1966.

* 1999, Gov. Mike Foster. During
two terms of office, he helped increase
funding for higher education by more
than $253 million, a 39 percent increase.

¢ 2000, Dr. Ray Authement. During
three decades at the university’s helm,
Authement has helped transform UL
Lafayette from a regional institution to
one of national prominence.

* 2001, Judge Kaliste Saloom Jr.
Friends and family recognized the
retired Lafayette City Court judge, a
1939 SLI graduate, for building a nation-
ally recognized traffic court.

¢ 2002, Alfred Lamson. A longtime
supporter of the university, he raised
more than $10 million for the school
during the 1980s.

¢ 2003, Clay Allen, Matt Stuller and
Bill Fenstermaker led the university’s
Investing in Our Future Centennial Cam-



paign, which raised UL Lafayette’s gifted
assets to almost $100 million.

HOME, SWEET HOME

From all indications, the Alumni Asso-
ciation didn't have a place to call home
until 1950, when Alumni Hall was con-
structed. The building, at the corner of
Hebrard Boulevard and Boucher Street, now
houses The Vermilion offices. In 1965, the
Association moved into a suite of offices in
the newly constructed Martin Hall. The
Association purchased College Inn (the
Conference Center) in 1975. Offices were
located there until being moved to the
Whittington House on Johnston Street. It
was then temporarily housed in another
building on Johnston Street until renova-
tion of the Heymann house was complete.

ALUMNI CENTER

The beige building on the corner of St.
Mary Boulevard and Girard Park Drive was
originally the home of Maurice Heymann,
founder of Lafayette’s Oil Center. The 1936
French-style structure was designed by
regionally acclaimed architect A. Hays
Town. In 1991, it was jointly purchased by
the university and the Association from
Herbert Heymann, Maurice Heymann’s son.

SPREADING THE NEWS

The Association’s first newsletter, SLI
Alumni News, was published in April 1938.
Through the years, the publication’s name
has changed — Southwestern Alumni News,
the Cajun Communicator, Alumni Accents
— but the focus on sharing news with
alumni hasn’t.

‘SELLING SOUTHWESTERN’

Edwin Lewis Stephens, the
university’s first president, said alumni
chapters were essential to “selling
Southwestern.” By 1931, chapters were
springing up throughout Louisiana.

In her 1937 history of the university,
Margaret Stephens, Edwin Stephens’
daughter, wrote: “These clubs were
organized largely for the purpose of lis-
tening en masse to the annual Southwest-
ern Alumni radio broadcast begun in
1931 and held every year since then.
These programs included talks by the
president of Southwestern, of the Alumni
Association, of the Student Body, (a)
musical and other numbers.”

Today, there are more than 30 chap-
ters in the United States and its territories.

NEW DIRECTOR: A PERFECT FIT

Dan Hare

ouisiana’s Alumni Association
L has begun its 100th year with a
new executive director.

Dan Hare, longtime employee and
volunteer with the Association, was
recently promoted to the post.

Hare graduated from USL in 1983
with a bachelor’s degree in business.
He then worked for the university as
assistant dean of student personnel,
Union Program advisor and assistant
director of housing. After joining the
private sector, Hare was an almost full-
time Alumni Association volunteer
before he was hired in 1996 as assis-
tant director of alumni affairs.

He has been active for many years
in local civic and social organizations,
such as the Kiwanis Club of Lafayette,
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Acadiana
and the Krewe of Bonaparte.

“Dan’s many years of service to
the university and our community
make him a perfect executive director
for the Alumni Association,” said
Gerald Abshire, Association president.

TERRI FENSEL

As executive director, Hare is responsible for the overall administration of activi-
ties, programs and special projects sponsored by the Alumni Association. He over-
sees the budget and leadership of the Association staff, while coordinating the activ-
ities of the Alumni Council and its board of directors. He also is charged with identi-
fying and recruiting future Council members.

“One of my main priorities is to increase awareness of the Alumni Association
and the role it plays in nurturing the relationship of the university with our current
students, our alumni, friends of the university and our local community,” Hare said.
“With more awareness, we can increase our membership and contributions to the
Annual Fund, which would ultimately enable us to continue to enhance our services

and programs.

“We welcome all former students and friends of the university to join the cele-
bration of ‘A Century of Service,” he said in a recent interview. il

WALK OF HONOR

One of the most prominent symbols
of the Alumni Association’s commitment
to the university is the Walk of Honor.

Nearly 80,000 bricks bearing the
names of graduates from 1903 to the pres-
ent form a path on campus under the
arcade and across the Quadrangle.

The Walk of Honor was the brainchild
of Kenneth Ardoin, who was Association
president in 1987.

It is updated with each graduating
class.

AWARDS

Since 1909, the Alumni Association
has presented a variety of scholarships and
awards. For instance, it has 10 endowed
scholarships, one for each of the nine col-
leges and one for an Association of Future
Alumni member.

Each year, it presents awards to out-
standing graduates and alumni.

It also offers the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award, Alumni President’s Volunteer
of the Year Award and the Ragin’ Cajun®
Spirit Award. il

LA LOUISIANE | FALL 2003 41






