Alumni Association

Finishing Touches

New pavilion, sunroom upgrade make

Alumni Center more

he addition of a pavilion and
some interior renovations will enhance the
UL Lafayette Alumni Center on St. Mary
Boulevard. - “Construction of the pavilion
will fulfill a long-term goal of completing the
courtyard area this spring,” said Sharee
Broussard, Alumni Association executive
director. - The pavilion and a covered walkway will be con-
structed over a portion of the courtyard to connect the Center’s
main building with a freestanding boardroom building. Gently

sloping concrete walkways, which will the room in memory of Connie’s par-
improve handicap accessibility, will be ents, Edmond and Myrtis McCutchan
added. New landscaping is also planned. D’Aquin, and brother, William “Bill”

A large sunroom overlooks the Arthur D’Aquin.
courtyard. It will be modern-

ized and reconfigured. For |-+ -7 ol
g B ﬁ_:.,--r i .:-l‘!

instance, its floor will be
raised to the height of the
adjacent dining room, glass
walls will be replaced for more
stability and increased energy
efficiency, and French doors
will be installed. A new serv-
ice area will be constructed,
making the area suitable for a
wider variety of social events.
The sunroom’s lighting, wiring
and air conditioning will also
be replaced.

These interior renovations
are funded by a $50,000 dona-
tion by Connie and Wayne
Elmore of Lafayette.

“The Elmores’ donation
enabled us to make the sun-
room more versatile, so it can
better serve the university,”
Broussard said.

versatile

Poché Prouet Associates Limited
began the renovation and expansion
project in December 2002. The unfin-
ished second floor of the Sen. John
Breaux Wing remains the last portion
of the Center to be completed.

The Center is the campus home
for alumni, students and friends of the
university. It’s also a place where stu-
dent organizations and faculty groups
can meet and hold a variety of events.

It was constructed as a residence
in the 1930s by the late Maurice
Heymann, a Lafayette businessman
who later developed the nearby Oil
Center.

The UL Lafayette Alumni
Association purchased the property in
the 1990s. =

Upon completion of the A pavilion and covered walkway will be constructed in the courtyard of the Alumni Center on St. Mary
project, the EImores will name  Boulevard this spring. They will connect the main building with a freestanding boardroom building.
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1900-1921
Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute

1921-1960
Southwestern Louisiana Institute

1960-1999
University of Southwestern Louisiana

1999-present
University of Louisiana at Lafayette

1940s

AUDREY RITA (BEQUE) BICKHAM, ‘44, is
retired, after a teaching career at the
Louisiana School for the Visually Impaired in
Baton Rouge, La. She received a bachelor’s
degree in education from SLI and a master’s
degree in education from LSU. Bickham was
featured as a “campus beauty” in the 1941
L'Acadien, SLI’s yearbook. She is married to
THOMAS BICKHAM, '46, a World War Il veter-
an who holds a bachelor’s degree in education
from SLI and a master’s degree in education
from LSU. While at SLI, he was a member of
Blue Key Honor Fraternity and the “S” Club.
Bickham was a teacher and coach before
being named supervisor of the Iberville Parish
school system. He also served as an Iberville
Parish School Board member for 21 years. In
the 1970s, Bickham was inducted into the
USL Athletic Hall of Fame. The Bickhams live
in Plaguemine, La. They have five children,
Thomas Bickham 111, Harry Bickham,
Rebecca Bickham, Richard Bickham and
Roderick Bickham; 13 grandchildren; and one
great-grandson. Granddaughter Leann
Bickham attends UL Lafayette.

BURKE SYLVESTER, 47, IS executive vice
president of Southwest Fidelity Corp. in
Eunice, La. He holds a bachelor’s degree in
management from SLI. Sylvester and his
wife, Elizabeth Sylvester, have two children,
Richard Sylvester and Patricia Gerdes.

ROBERT KLESTIL, '49, is secretary/treasurer of
the Ground Hog Club of Chicago. Its 500
members are involved in the administration,
design and construction of subsurface work.
Klestil, who received a bachelor’s degree in
civil engineering from SLI, retired from the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago in 1988.

1950s

H. CHARLES GAUDIN, '52, was recently elected
president of the Louisiana Retired Judges
Association. He retired two years ago from
the Louisiana Court of Appeal, Fifth Circuit,
where he was chief judge. Gaudin is a former
president of the Louisiana Conference of
Court of Appeal Judges. Before being named
to the appellate bench, Gaudin served as a

24th Judicial District judge for 16 years. He
holds a bachelor’s degree in English and his-
tory from SLI, where he played football and
basketball and ran track. In 1951, he was
named to the All-Gulf States Conference
football team after leading the league in indi-
vidual scoring and pass receptions. Gaudin
received a juris doctorate from Loyola
University. He lives in Metairie, La., with his
wife of 47 years, Myra Altman, who attended
SLI from 1951 until 1952. They have three
children and four grandchildren.

ROBERT J. GUCHEREAU JR., '53, IS a trombonist
and leader of the Bob Guchereau Combo, a
ballroom dance performance band. He retired
as manager of market communications from
BellSouth six years ago after more than 40 years
of service. Guchereau holds a bachelor’s degree
in business administration from SLI and a
master’s degree in business administration from
LSU. He’s a volunteer worker at his church and
two local hospitals. Guchereau and his wife of
46 years, Betty A. (Edwards) Guchereau, live in
Lafayette. They have three children, LAURIE
SZTROIN, '82; BETH GUCHEREAU ZEHRER, '85;
and Jeffery Guchereau.

JAKE A. SALTAMACHIA, '55, is a retired U.S. Air
Force lieutenant colonel. He received a
bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from
SLI and a master’s degree in electronic
engineering from the Air Force Institute of
Technology. Saltamachia served 28 and a half
years in the Air Force and taught ROTC for four
years at USL. He has seven children, DARRELL
SALTAMACHIA, '78; Karen Saltamachia; Kennith
Saltamachia; Michael Saltamachia; David
Saltamachia; Paul Saltamachia; and Gary
Saltamachia.

MARY E. (RILES) PRAY, '56, '77, recently
retired after teaching business classes in
Lafayette Parish schools for 30 years. She
earned a bachelor’s degree in business admin-
istration and a bachelor’s degree in business
education from USL. Pray lives in Lafayette
with her husband, James D. Pray. They have
four children, Valeri Ronstadt, Deblyn
Ceeley, Steve Pray and Jeffory Pray.

LAWRENCE J. WILTZ, '50, '56, is a retired
teacher and guidance counselor. He holds a
bachelor’s degree in industrial arts education
from SLI and a master’s degree plus 30 in
education from LSU. A World War 1l veter-
an, Wiltz lives in Opelousas, La., with his
wife, Barbara B. (Boudreau) Wiltz, who
attended SLI. They have six children, Bonnie
Wiltz, Holly Wiltz, Ellen Wiltz, Beth Wiltz,
Larry Wiltz and Michael Wiltz.

1960s

JOHN L. LOVE, '60, is retired after a 37-year
career with GAB Robins Insurance Co. North
America Inc. When he retired, he was super-
visor of the company’s Lafayette office. Love,
who holds a degree in industrial arts education,

served for two years in the U.S. Navy and was
a teacher before joining GAB Robins. He is
married t0 JANET (MITCHELL) LOVE, '59, wWho
holds a bachelor’s degree in business adminis-
tration. The couple, who live in Lafayette, have
a son, JOHN M. LOVE, '87, '89; and a daughter,
SUSAN E. LOVE, '89, who has a bachelor’s
degree in English from USL and a master’s
degree in social work from LSU. Their son-in-
law, JOHN A. BOURGEOIS, '94, has a bachelor’s
degree from Tulane and a master’s degree in
biology from USL. Bourgeois is project manag-
er for E.H. Harvey in San Jose, Calif.

ERVIS PAUL TRAHAN, '65, is retired after a
career at NASA, where he was a quality engi-
neer from Apollo 7 to the space shuttle
Challenger. His responsibilities included fail-
ure analysis and corrective action for ground
support equipment, as well as some equip-
ment on manned spacecraft. Trahan, who
lives in Kaplan, La., holds a bachelor’s degree
in mechanical engineering from USL.

GAY BRASHER, '66, '70, coaches the No. 1
high school speech and debate team in the
United States, according to the National
Forensic League. She teaches at Leland High
School in San Jose, Calif. That school’s team
ranked first out of 2,700 teams nationwide.
Brasher was named National Coach of the
Year in 2000. She holds a bachelor’s degree
in education and a master’s degree in second-
ary education from USL, where she was a
member of the university’s speech and
debate team. In 1998, she was named
Teacher of the Year at Leland High School
and Teacher of the Year for the San Jose
Unified School District.

MARCELLE R. BIENVENU, '67, has co-authored
a cookbook with Eula Mae Doré, who
cooked for the Mcllhenny family, producers
of Tabasco® sauce, for almost 50 years. Eula
Mae’s Cajun Kitchen is a collection of recipes
for more than 100 traditional Cajun dishes.
Bienvenu, who earned a bachelor’s degree in
liberal arts, has co-authored four books with
chef Emeril Lagasse and written three others.
She also writes a weekly column, “Cooking
Creole,” which is published in the New
Orleans Times-Picayune. Bienvenu lives in
St. Martinville, La.

PAM (OAKLEY) DAVID, '67, was recently
appointed head of middle
school at St. Andrews
Episcopal School in
Jackson, Miss. She holds a
bachelor’s degree in edu-
cation from USL and a
master’s degree in educa-
tion, with special distinc-
tion, from Mississippi
College. David is married
to RICHARD DAVID, '69, an architect and office
manager at Foil-Wyatt, Architects & Planners
in Jackson, Miss. The couple have three sons,
Jay David, Ben David and Richard David.
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‘ Alumni

ALUMNI

INFORMATION

FORM

If you enjoy reading about where your former classmates are now and what they’re doing, con-
sider this: They’d like to read about you, too. Please fill out the form below and mail it back to
UL Lafayette or go to www.louisiana.edu/lalouisiane to submit the information online.

Name
FIRST MIDDLE LAST MAIDEN NAME
Address
STREET OR BOX CITY STATE ZIP
Phone
HOME OFFICE
E-mail Fax

Major & Date of Graduation

OR THE SEMESTER YOU LAST ATTENDED THE UNIVERSITY

Current Job Title

Business Name

Business Address

Professional Duties

Accomplishments

Spouse’s Name

FIRST MIDDLE LAST

Spouse’s USL Graduation Date

MAIDEN NAME

AND MAJOR, IF A FORMER USL STUDENT

Children (if any are UL Lafayette students or USL graduates, please indicate)

Current Date

Please mail this form to La Louisiane, Box 41009, Lafayette, LA 70504-1009

or send it online at www.louisiana.edu/lalouisiane

42

La Louisiane SPRING 2003

1970s

JAMES E. BERTRAND, '70, is retired from
Zurich Insurance Company, where he was
director of billing and collections for all per-
sonal lines in the continental United States.
He received a bachelor’s degree in manage-
ment. Bertrand and his wife, Evelyn
Bertrand, are volunteers with a prescription
assistance program for indigent seniors citi-
zens in St. Mary Parish. He’s also a partici-
pant in the IRS Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance program and president of a local
investment organization.

CHARLES “CHUCK” B. ALLEN, 74, is construc-
tion manager at KCI Technologies in Hunt
Valley, Md. A certified engineer technician,
he is a recipient of the Corps of Engineers
Performance Award. In 1981, Allen founded
the Baltimore-Washington USL Alumni
Chapter and has served as its president and
vice president. He earned a bachelor’s degree
in industrial technology. Allen has three
sons, Charles, John and Ricky.

MICHAEL BOUDREAUX, '76, is a principal of
Morse-Boudreaux Architects, a design firm
in Newport Beach, Calif. He is the facility
architect for 14 southern California medical
centers and is developing a 50-year-old ware-
house in Costa Mesa, Calif., as a studio
space for design firms. He holds a bachelor’s
degree in architecture. An environmental
activist, Boudreaux developed a storm drain
debris barrier, which intercepts trash before
it can reach the ocean.

SELENE ANN (BROUSSARD) LANDRY, '76, Was
the Louisiana High School Mathematics
Teacher of the Year for 2002. She teaches and
is a Beta Club sponsor at Sam Houston High
School in Lake Charles, La. Landry was also
runner-up for Calcasieu Parish Teacher of the
Year for 2002. She received a bachelor’s
degree in math and science education. Her
husband, DANNY J. LANDRY, '75, received a
bachelor’s degree in physics from USL, and a
master’s degree and doctorate from the
University of Oklahoma. The couple have five
children, pavib LANDRY, who is attending UL
Lafayette; Darlene Landry; Dane Landry;
Dayton Landry; and Donovan Landry.

PAUL CROMBIE, '77, is assistant director of
campaign services at the University of Dal-
las. He administers the FRIENDS fundrais-
ing/outreach programs and promotes the
university’s resources to the general public
and benefactors. From 1998 until 2000,
Crombie was communication director for the
Louisiana Department of Economic Develop-
ment, where he implemented a national/inter-
national advertising campaign to promote
Louisiana as a business destination. Crombie
holds a bachelor’s degree in advertising. He
is married to MARTHA HOOVER CROMBIE, '76,
director of market communications at Triad
Hospitals in Plano, Texas. She received a



bachelor of science degree in education from
USL and master’s degree in communication
from the University of Texas at Austin. The
couple have a daughter, Kathleen Crombie.

BARBARA JOHNSON, '77, is interim president
and chief executive officer of MetroVision
Economic Development Partnership and the
New Orleans Regional Chamber of Com-
merce. She was recently named by Citibusi-
ness magazine as one of New Orleans’
Women of the Year for 2002. Johnson serves
on the board of Christopher Homes, a hous-
ing program associated with the Archdiocese
of New Orleans; the International Economic
Development Council; and the Women'’s Pro-
fessional Council. She earned a bachelor’s
degree in city and regional planning from
USL and a master’s degree in public adminis-
tration from UNO. Johnson and her husband,
Gregory Johnson, have two children,
Stephanie and Christopher.

1980s

JULIE B. MEAUX, '81, recently earned a doctor-
ate in nursing from the University of Central
Arkansas, where she is a professor of nursing.
She holds a bachelor’s degree in nursing from
USL and a master’s degree in nursing from
the University of Central Arkansas.

OWEN T. CHOATE, '82, is a Delta Airlines
pilot in Atlanta, Ga. He previously served in
the U.S. Air Force for 20 years. During his
military career, Choate flew sensitive inspec-
tion missions to the Soviet Union after the
Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces Treaty
was signed and piloted a plane that evacuat-
ed injured children from Soviet Armenia
after a severe earthquake. He also flew 700
hours of combat support during Desert
Shield and Desert Storm. He is a member of
the Air Force Reserves. Choate holds a bach-
elor’s degree in business administration from
USL. He is married to Julie (Pinkerton)
Choate, who attended USL from 1978 until
1980. They have three sons, Adam, Thomas
and Matthew.

DAVID VINCENT, '82, was recently promoted
to associate principal/sen-
ior vice president of HKS,
Inc., a 540-person archi-
tectural and engineering
firm headquartered in Dal-
las. He has 21 years of
?:; work experience, including
design and construction
-1 documentation of major
healthcare projects. He’s a
member of the American Institute of Archi-
tects and the American Hospital Association,
and is certified by the American College of
Healthcare Architects. Vincent earned a
bachelor’s degree in architecture from USL.

CARROLL JOSEPH COMEAUX, '83, a freelance
writer, is living in Abita Springs, La. He

holds a bachelor’s degree in general studies.
Comeaux, who calls himself the “Cajun
Philosopher,” has been profiled by the Daily
Iberian in New lberia, La.

H. MICHAEL TARVER, '83, '90, recently received
the 2002 Special Humani-
ties Award from the
Louisiana Endowment for
the Humanities. He is an
associate professor of his-
tory at McNeese State Uni-
versity in Lake Charles,
La. The author of two
books about Latin Ameri-
can history, he holds a
bachelor’s degree in general studies and a
master’s degree in history from USL and a
doctorate in modern Latin American history
from Bowling Green University.

DAVID C. LAVERGNE, '84, is assistant vice pres-
ident/director of small
business insurance prod-
uct marketing for SAFE-
CO Insurance Companies
nationwide. He earned the
certified insurance coun-
selor designation in 1992.
In 1997, he served on the
Georgia commissioner of
insurance’s Urban Mar-
kets Task Force, a 10-
member panel charged with creating opportu-
nities for minority-owned insurance agencies.
Lavergne holds a bachelor’s degree in finance.
He’s married to Claire Doiron Lavergne; they
have two children, Lauren Claire Lavergne
and Meredith Michelle Lavergne.

SUNNY ONYIRI, '84, was recently named an
assistant professor of
business and economics at
Campbellsville University
in Campbellsville, Ky. He
was previously a visiting
assistant professor at
Embry-Riddle University
at the Cheyenne Center of

al the Francis E. Warren Air
Force Base in Wyoming.

Onyiri received a bachelor’s degree in finance

from USL, a master’s degree in accounting

from Walsh College and a doctorate in
finance from Union Institute and University.

JOHN M. LOVE, '87, '89, is a founding partner,
executive director and chief technical officer
of Outtask, an application service provider.
He was recently featured in InfoWorld, a
major information technology magazine.
Love received bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in computer science from USL. He and his
wife, Deborah (Jones) Love, have two chil-
dren, Catherine and Caroline, and live in
Washington, D.C.

SHIRLEY ANN (HEBERT) MCCAULEY, '87, is a
Realtor® at Coldwell Banker Pelican Real

Estate in Lafayette. She has been a member of
the Lafayette Public Trust Financing Authori-
ty for five years and was named its chairper-
son in 2002. McCauley, who earned a bache-
lor’s degree in general studies, is a life-mem-
ber of the Lafayette Board of Realtors’ Honor
Society Hall of Fame and a graduate of the
Realtors Institute. She has two children, Kim
Boustany and Ryan “Buck” McCauley.

1990s

PAUL CALLAIS, '90, is president and chief
executive officer of United Community Bank
in Gonzales, La. He holds a bachelor’s degree
in business administration from USL and a
master’s degree in business administration
from Tulane University. Callais is a graduate
of the Louisiana Bankers Association School
of Banking and the Graduate School of Bank-
ing at LSU. Callais and his wife, Danielle
Callais, have a son, Christopher.

CHRIS MILLER, '90, is serving as president of
the Lafayette chapter of the Society of
Louisiana CPAs. He is
former president elect,
treasurer and board mem-
ber of the group. Miller,
who earned a bachelor’s
degree in business admin-
istration, is a principal
with the Lafayette CPA
firm of Darnall, Sikes and
Frederick. He is also
licensed as a certified valuation analyst.

MIKE SPEARS, '90, is a co-founder of Firefly
Digital, a Lafayette web development firm.
The five-year-old company has developed
Website Gadget®, a unique website editing
and management tool designed for non-tech-
nical professionals. FireFly Digital’s head-
quarters is in Lafayette, but a second office
opened in New Orleans this year. Ten of the
company’s 16 employees are USL alumni or
students at UL Lafayette.

JEANNE (BAKER) ZAVADA, '90, '94, Was recent-
ly named acting chief executive officer of the
Slater Mill Historic Site in Providence, R.1.,
which is billed as the site of the beginning of
the industrial revolution in the United States.
Zavada received a bachelor’s degree in arche-
ology/anthropology and a master’s degree in
urban and regional planning from USL. She is
married to Michael S. Zavada. The couple
have four children, Erin Baker-Pacheco; Justin
Baker; Michael Baker; and YOLANDA ZAVADA,
'01, who holds a bachelor’s degree in geology.

DWIGHT MOUTON, ’'91,
was recently promoted to
vice president of BB&T
Corporation in Winston-
Salem, N.C., the nation’s
14th largest financial
holding company. He
received a bachelor’s

i
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Alumni

degree in management from USL and a mas-
ter’s degree in business administration from
the University of North Carolina. Mouton is a
member of the board of directors for The
Special Children’s School in Winston-Salem.
He and his wife, Vanessa Mouton, have two
children, Carter and Claudia.

KAREN ARCENEAUX, '95, is school administra-
tor at the Ailey School, which is part of the
Alvin Ailey Dance Theater in New York City.
She is also founder and director of Genesis
Arts Foundation, Genesis Dance Company
and Genesis Community Arts Program. She
teaches and choreographs for the liturgical
dance group at Nazareth Regional High
School in Brooklyn. Arceneaux received a
bachelor of fine arts degree in choreographic
design from USL. She has trained at The
American Dance Festival in North Carolina,
the Martha Graham School of Contemporary
Dance in New York and the Ailey School.

MELISSA M. SMITH, '97, is a certified public
accountant at Broussard, Poché, Lewis &
Breaux LLP, where she manages the firm’s
accounts. She holds a degree in accounting
from USL. Smith lives in Morse, La., with
her husband, MALVIN DOUGLAS SMITH, 88,
who received an associate degree in emer-
gency medical science from USL. The couple
have two daughters, Kelly and Caitlin.

NICOLE DENEE FONTENOT, '99, recently pub-
lished Cooking with Cajun Women: Recipes
and Remembrances from South Louisiana
Kitchens. During her research for the book,
she spent two years interviewing women in
Acadiana who grew up in the first half of the
20th century. Fontenot received a master’s
degree in American history from USL. She
teaches gifted students at Kinder High School,
where she’s the yearbook and newspaper advis-
er. Cooking with Cajun Women was edited by
ANNE ENGAMMARE MCBRIDE, '00, who’s an
editor at Hippocrene Books in New York
City. McBride, who holds a bachelor’s degree
in journalism, was editor of the Vermilion
student newspaper while attending USL.

2000s

MONA A. (VIATOR) ALTMAN, '00, teaches
English as a second language and social stud-
ies at Clark Middle School in Anchorage,
Alaska, where more than 60 languages are
spoken. After completing student teaching in
England, she graduated from UL Lafayette,
then moved to Alaska, where she was a sub-
stitute teacher on the Kenai Peninsula for a
year. She was hired by the Anchorage School
District in August 2002.

BRADLEY MICHAEL MCDONALD, '00, iS site
manager at BFI Waste Services LLC in Foley,
Ala. He manages the collection and disposal
operations of residential, commercial and
industrial solid waste along Alabama’s Gulf
Coast. He’s a member of Gulf Shores Rotary
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Club. McDonald, who received a bachelor’s
degree in environmental and sustainable
resources, is married to Laura (Mitchell)
McDonald.

IN MEMORIAM

RUTH JONES RABEL, '27, died June 24, 2002,
in Cleveland, Ohio, at the age of 93. She was
an established author and a National Honor
Teacher during her career as an educator.
Rabel earned a teaching certificate from SLI
and a bachelor’s of administration degree in
1931. She was a resident of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
for about 50 years. Rabel is survived by a
daughter, Linda Anne Rabel of Cleveland.

LOUISE (LAFLEUR) MYERS, 27, died Nov. 28,
2002. She was 98. A Eunice, La., native, she
had lived in Tucson, Ariz., since 1956 with
her husband, the late Harold E. Myers, for-
mer dean of the College of Agriculture at the
University of Arizona. She received a bache-
lor of science degree in education from SLI
and a master’s degree in textiles from Kansas
State College. Myers is survived by her son,
Harold L. Myers of Harrisburg, Pa.; two
grandsons; and two great-grandchildren.

EDWARD G. MILLER, '37, died Aug. 28, 2002.
He taught physics and engineering at UL
Lafayette for 53 years. He was a longtime
and active member of the Beadle Bible Class
of First United Church in Lafayette. He is
survived by his wife, Doris Holmes Miller of
Lafayette; two sons, Dr. James Miller and
Richard Miller; and four grandchildren.
Memorial contributions may be made to the
Edward Miller Endowed Fund in Physics, c/o
UL Lafayette Office of Development, P.O.
Drawer 43410, Lafayette, LA 70504.

J. MADISON NELSON, '43, died Aug. 30, 2002,
at age 80. A chemical engineer and econo-
mist, Nelson received a bachelor of science
degree in chemical engineering from USL and
a doctorate from Purdue University. He was a
chartered financial analyst and held many
managerial positions during his career at
DuPont. He was an inventor and developer of
processes for rubber, polyethylene and fiber
chemicals. After his retirement, he founded
Nelson Capital Corp. A veteran of World War
I1, he served in the Manhattan District atomic
bomb program at Oak Ridge, in technical
intelligence in the Philippines and in Gen.
Douglas MacArthur’s scientific and technical
headquarters in Japan. He is survived by his
wife, Maude Fowler Pallardly of Lafayette;
one son, Dr. Peter Kim Nelson of New York;
three daughters, Kay Louise Acomb of New
Orleans, Kerry Ann Nelson of San Diego,
Calif., and Kari Marie Klaskin of Waco,
Texas; three stepchildren; three sisters; seven
grandchildren; and 10 step grandchildren.

EDWARD WARD, '50, died at age 75 on May
20, 2002, in Miami, Fla. He retired from the

U.S. Air Force as a lieutenant colonel after
serving in World War 11, the Korean War and
the Vietnam War. Ward earned more than 30
merit awards during his military career,
including the Bronze Star. He received a
bachelor’s degree in dairy science from SLI.
Ward is survived by his wife, Joy Shelby
Hairston Ward of Miami, Fla.; one sister; and
a nephew. He was proceeded in death by his
previous wife, CHERIE LA FOREST WARD, '49;
and a daughter, Amelia Ward.

BILLY R. RENTROP, '54, died Nov. 12, 2002, at
age 72. After graduating from SLI, he was
hired by Cities Service in Lake Charles, La.,
where he worked until his retirement in
1982. He served as construction coordinator
for the Habitat for Humanity-Women Build
2000 project and was a member of the chan-
cel at United Methodist Church for nearly 50
years. He received a bachelor’s degree in
mechanical engineering from SLI and gradu-
ated from the Louisiana State University
Executive Program in 1982. He attended
Reserve Officers’ Candidate School and
served in the U.S. Naval Reserve. Rentrop is
survived by his wife of 49 years, Pauline “Bo”
Day Rentrop; a son, John Rentrop of Lake
Charles; five daughters, Mickey Shannon and
Liz Trahan of Lake Charles, Amy Chaffin of
Hampton, Ga., Ruth Ford of Bryan, Texas,
and Nicole Benoit of Houston; one brother,
Rodney Rentrop of Lake Charles; 13 grand-
children; and one great-grandchild.

LOUIS BARRILEAUX, '56, died May 26, 2002,
at age 69. He served as
dean of University College
at Tulane University from
1981 to 1996. He had
also served as chairman of
the Education Department
and as a professor there.
Barrilleaux was named a
professor emeritus when
he retired in 1996. He
received a bachelor’s
degree in education from USL, a master’s
degree from the University of Northern lowa
and a doctorate at the University of lowa.
Survivors include, his wife, Beverly Campbell
Barrilleaux of Baton Rouge, La.; two sons,
Dolyn Mark Barrileaux of Abita Springs, La.,
and Dr. Bryan P. Barrilleaux of Lake Charles,
La.; two daughters, Sherry B. Burlette of
Houston and Cynthia B. Stockard of
Columbia, S.C.; three brothers; two sisters;
and 12 grandchildren.

RICHARD L. CAMISA, '72, died May 9, 2002.
At the time of his death, he was a credit ana-
lyst with ChoHung Bank in New York City.
While attending USL, Camisa was a member
of Lambda Chi Alpha. Camisa earned a bach-
elor’s degree in liberal arts. He is survived by
his wife, Gloria D. Camisa of New York City,
and four children, Richard Camisa I,
Nicholas Camisa, Karina Camisa and Dina
Marie Camisa.



