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namese troops overran 
the South Vietnamese 
Army’s 3d Division and 
captured Quang Tri City. 
On June 28, South Viet-
nam counterattacked in 
an effort to retake Quang 
Tri, supported by U.S. 
forces.

On June 29, Ben-
nett, a member of 
the 20th Tactical Air 
Support Squadron at 
Da Nang, was piloting 
a twin-engine OV-10 
aircraft. Marine Corps 
Capt. Michael Brown 
was seated behind him. 
They were marking tar-
gets for friendly forces, 
wrote author John L. 
Frisbee in the 1998 issue 
of Air Force Magazine.

Frisbee noted that  
the OV-10 had many 
excellent characteristics 
and one major weak-

ness that was well-known to its crews.  
“Because of its structure, it could not be 
ditched successfully. No pilot had ever 
survived an OV-10 ditching,” he wrote.

Bennett and Brown were ready to 
return to Da Nang at dusk that day. As 
they waited for their replacement, they 
received an emergency call for help. A 
South Vietnamese platoon was being 
overrun by North Vietnamese troops.

Bennett’s plane was the only aircraft 
in the area that was able to respond, 
but it would be a target for heat-seeking 
anti-aircraft weapons.

In the December 2004 issue of Air 
Force Magazine, author John T. Corell 
states that Bennett’s OV-10 made four 
strafing passes. The North Vietnamese 
began to retreat. But Bennett decided to 

A 
monument in front of the 

Cajundome pays tribute to Air 
Force Capt. Steven Bennett, 

the second alumnus in UL Lafayette 
history to receive the Congressional 
Medal of Honor. 

The first was Jeff DeBlanc, who was 
cited for valor during World War II. The 
Marine pilot had put his life in jeopardy 
to protect American dive bombers from 
attacks by the Japanese in the South Pa-
cific. President Harry Truman presented 
the award to DeBlanc during a White 
House ceremony on Dec. 6, 1946.

Twenty-five years later, on Aug. 
8, 1974, Vice President Gerald Ford 
presented the Medal of Honor – the 
nation’s highest military honor – post-
humously to Bennett’s widow, Linda, 
and 2 1/2-year-old daughter, Angela. 

Ford was sworn in as the 38th president 
of the United States the next day, after 
Richard Nixon resigned in the wake of 
the Watergate scandal.

Bennett had been commissioned 
through ROTC at the University 
of Southwestern Louisiana (now 
known as UL Lafayette) in 1968. The 
circumstances that led to his death 
have been chronicled in at least two 
issues of Air Force Magazine. One was 
published in August 1998, the other 
in December 2004.

By the time Bennett arrived in 
Vietnam in early 1972, the United States 
had been withdrawing troops from there 
for almost three years. The withdrawal 
had begun after public and Congressio-
nal support had dwindled.

In Spring of 1972 , North Viet-

Lasting Tribute 
Memorial is reminder of Air Force pilot’s heroism, sacrifice

A monument to Capt. Steven L. Bennett,  who was presented a posthumous Medal of Honor, was placed 
by Acadian Chapter, 82nd Airborne Division Association and Charter 141 Vietnam Veterans of America.
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make another pass to give the South Viet-
namese a chance to get to safer ground.

“Bennett swept along the creek for a 
fifth time and pulled out to the northeast. 
He was at 2,000 feet, banking to turn left, 
when the SA-7 hit from behind. Neither 
Bennett nor Brown saw it.

“The missile hit the 
left engine and exploded. 
The aircraft reeled from 
the impact. Shrapnel tore 
holes in the canopy. Much 
of the left engine was 
gone. The left landing 
gear was hanging down 
like a lame leg, and they 
were afire.”

Bennett headed for 
the Tonkin Gulf to jettison 
reserve fuel before fire 
could reach it. By now, an-
other OV-10 was escorting 
his aircraft. Its pilot told 
him to eject.

Bennett and Brown 
prepared to do that. 
Then Brown saw that his 
parachute had been blown 
away by the rocket blast.

“Bennett would 
not eject alone,” Corell 
wrote. “That would have 
left Brown in an airplane 
without a pilot. Besides, 
the backseater had to eject 
first. If not, he would be 
burned severely by the 
rocket motors on the 
pilot’s ejection seat as it 
went out.” 

Corell described the situation this 
way: “They couldn’t make it to Da Nang. 
Bennett couldn’t eject without killing 
Brown. That left only one choice: to crash-
land in the sea.”

There was no last-minute miracle. 
Bennett ditched the OV-10 in the water and 
it flipped on its back before beginning to 
sink. Brown managed to escape from the 
rear cockpit and swam to the surface. But 
he was unable to reach Bennett before the 
aircraft sank. The next day, Bennett’s body 
was recovered.

In the 1998 issue of Air Force Maga-
zine, Frisbee observed: “(Bennett’s) was 
the last act of extraordinary gallantry to be 
awarded the nation’s highest decoration for 
valor in the Vietnam War.”

In 1997, the U.S. Navy named a char-
tered propositioning ship the MV Capt. 
Steven L. Bennett as a tribute. According to 
a Military Sealift Command press release, 
“It is believed to be the first time a Navy-
controlled ship has been named for an Air 
Force service member.” n

Air Force Capt. Steven Bennett

Vice President Gerald Ford presents Capt. Steven Bennett’s 
Medal of Honor to his widow, Linda, and daughter, Angela.  
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Reach 
the 
Right 
People.

Successful businesses 

reach the right people 

at the right time. Let the 

award-winning university 

magazine, La Louisiane, 

do the reaching for you.  

Advertise your business 

and connect with more 

than 70,000 readers, 

including more than 

50,000 college graduates.

For more information, 

contact Kathleen Thames at

 (337) 482-6397.
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A video documentary completed 

by a graduate of the master’s 
program in communication at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
has been accepted into one of the 
state’s prestigious archives.

The board of directors of The 
Historic New Orleans Collection 
recently announced its acceptance 
of Royd C. Anderson’s original 
video project, which covers the 
Luling Ferry Disaster of 1976. 

It was the worst ferryboat 
accident in U.S. history.

The 22-minute documentary 
explores in detail the events of the 
morning of Oct. 20, 1976, when a 
Norwegian tanker collided with a 
ferry on the Mississippi River at the 
Destrehan-Luling Ferry Crossing. 

Seventy-eight people died as 
a result of the accident. Enhanced 
regulations requiring random drug 
and alcohol testing for pilots were 
implemented after the tragedy. Also, 
a bridge was constructed that now 
serves motorists along Interstate 310 
between Destrehan and Luling.

If red is the new black, then thousands 
of Acadiana residents were quite chic 
one day this fall.

They took part in Wear Red Day in 
Acadiana to show their appreciation of 
UL Lafayette. The Sept. 1 observance 

coincided with College Colors Day, a 
national celebration of the traditions, 
contributions and achievements of all 
universities.

Businesses had a chance to com-
pete for bragging rights in two con-
tests – for having the most employees 
wearing red and for conveying the best 
Ragin’ Cajun spirit in a photograph.

Winners were:
•  Regent Broadcasting Inc., small 

business category;

Supporters turn red for UL Lafayette

Music lovers around the world 

will have access to materials in the 
Cajun and Creole Music Collection at 
Edith Garland Dupré Library, thanks to 
a grant from The Grammy Foundation.

The funds will be used to create 
catalog records for the music collec-
tion that will be made available on the 
Internet. Many of the materials in the 
Cajun and Creole Music Collection re-
quire original cataloging, since they are 
unique pieces that have never been fully 
cataloged by any library.

In 2003, Dupré Library began 
building the Cajun and Creole Music 
Collection with a Louisiana Board of 
Regents Support Fund, Traditional 
Enhancement Grant.

The collection consists mostly of 

commercially produced recordings and 
materials related to the music of the 
Cajuns and Creoles of Louisiana. The 
recordings, published since 
1928, cover the history and 
the evolution in the Cajun 
and Creole musical cultures. 
Formats include both analog 
and digital media: 78 rpm, 
45 rpm, and LP (33 1/3 
rpm) records, 8-track tapes, 
audiocassettes, compact 
discs, VHS tapes and DVDs. 
The expanding collection 
also contains selected field 
recordings, books, periodicals, photo-
graphs and artifacts.

In addition, Dupré Library will 
benefit from a Grammy Foundation 

grant awarded to Jerry Embree, an 
audio engineer and musician, who plans 
to donate his collection of radio tran-

scription recordings to the 
Cajun and Creole Music 
Collection.

His donation will 
include two radio series, 
the “Creole Gumbo Radio 
Show” and “South to Loui-
siana: A Cajun and Zydeco 
Music Show,” which were 
distributed over the na-
tional public radio satellite 
network in the early and 

mid-1990s. Embree’s grant will allow 
him to compile and archive his record-
ings in a more stable media before 
donating them to the library.

Grammy Foundation helps Cajun, Creole music go global

Nathan Abshire

Ferry disaster
documentary 
heads to archives

•  Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s 
Department, mid-size business cat-
egory; and

•  The Schumacher Group, large 
business category.

Innovative Intelligent Design 
Inc. earned 
the Wear Red 
Spirit Award.

Awards 
were pre-
sented during 
halftime at 
the first home 
game of the 
2006 football 
season, the 6th 
annual Herbert 
Heymann Clas-
sic. Photos of 

all the winners and contestants were 
displayed on the scoreboard at other 
home games.

“Over 50 businesses submit-
ted digital photos of employees 
wearing red.  We even received a 
shot of a 1969 nursing graduate 
who wore a red outfit to work that 
day – in Calgary, Alberta, Canada,” 
said Cheryl Hidalgo, assistant 
director of trademark licensing at 
UL Lafayette.

 


