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• This summer, Authe-
ment helped initiate a fund-
ing plan that, when approved 
by the state Board of Regents, 
raised the amount of state 
monies public universities 
can earmark for athletics. 
The net result: UL Lafayette’s 
budget for athletics in-
creased $1.4 million for 
this fiscal year.

Oh, what a difference 34 
years can make.

When Authement was pro-
moted from vice president to 
acting president of USL (now 
UL Lafayette) in 1973, he 
faced the unenviable task 
of defending the univer-
sity against the NCAA’s 
charges of 125 basket-
ball recruiting viola-
tions. The school ulti-
mately received the NCAA’s 
Death Penalty, which shut down 
the men’s basketball program for 
two years and put other Ragin’ 
Cajun sports on hold.

Also in 1973, the Ragin’ Cajun 
football team had the worst season in 
USL’s history. Ten games. Ten losses.

Authement was undaunted. The 
NCAA created three divisions for collegiate 
competition in 1973 – Divisions 1, II and 
III. In 1974, he chose to join the top tier. 
“We wanted to send a clear message, that 
UL Lafayette intended to compete at the 
highest level of athletics, just as it does in 
academics,” he recalled in an interview for 
the Spring 2002 issue of La Louisiane. “We 
haven’t looked back.”

And when the NCAA subdivided its 
collegiate divisions for football in 1978, 
Authement again chose the most competi-
tive level, Division 1-A.

Former UL Lafayette Athletic Director 
Nelson Schexnayder said Authement’s deci-
sion reinforced the university’s ambitious 
goals. “UL Lafayette, Tulane and LSU were 
the ones who made the decision to be in 
1-A from the start. No one else (in Louisi-
ana.) Some other universities have joined 
since. So, he made a wonderful decision.”

A look at Ragin’ Cajuns® success 
during Authement’s tenure confirms that 
assessment.

Take baseball, for example. In late 
September, Rivals.com released its pre-fall 
rankings. The Ragin’ Cajuns® are in its Top 

25 teams in the nation. Last season, UL 
Lafayette had a 45-17 season and won the 
Sun Belt Conference 
regular-season title. 
The Cajuns made 
it to the SBC Tour-
nament and to the 
final round of the 
NCAA Tournament’s 
College Station Re-
gional.

In 2000, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns® took 
their first trip to the 
College World Series 
and placed third. 

The Ragin’ 
Cajun softball team 
is consistently one 
of the best in the 
country. It went to 
the Women’s Col-
lege World Series in 
1993, 1995, 1996 
and 2003. It has had 
35 All-Americans, 
including co-head 
coach Stefni Whit-
ton Lotief.

UL Lafayette’s men’s bas-
ketball team has competed 
in the NCAA Tournament 
seven times and in the Na-
tional Invitational Tourna-

ment five times.
Without question, the pin-

nacle of Ragin’ Cajun football 
success was the 29-22 

defeat of the Texas A&M 
Aggies at Cajun Field on 
Sept. 14, 1996. The Ca-
juns earned that victory 

in front of the largest crowd 
in UL Lafayette’s history, 
38,783. It was the first time 
that a Ragin’ Cajun football 
team had defeated a nationally 

ranked team.
Jake Delhomme of Breaux 

Bridge, La., was captain of 
USL’s team that year. He went 

on to become quarterback 
of the Carolina Panthers 
and led that team to the 
Super Bowl in 2003. He’s 

one of a long list of top drawer 
UL Lafayette players who went on to 

play professional football, such as Brandon 
Stokley, Charles Tillman, Orlando Thomas, 
and Brian Mitchell.

Authement’s support of Ragin’ Cajun 
student-athletes 
started long before 
he became presi-
dent in 1974. “USL 
athletes returning 
from road trips 
have become ac-
customed to find-
ing Dr. Authement 
there to greet them. 
As vice president 
of Southwestern, 
he recognizes the 
place of athletics 
within the univer-
sity framework as 
a rallying point for 
students, alumni 
and interested 
citizens of the com-
munity,” the late 
Mario Mamalakis, 
USL’s director of 
publications, wrote 
in a press release 
in the early ’70s.

Sports fans 
UL Lafayette President Ray Authement is shown in the Leon Moncla Indoor Practice Facility, which 
opened this fall. It will be used by Ragin’ Cajun football, baseball, basketball and softball teams. 
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If there were an MVP Award for 

Ragin’ Cajun athletics, President Ray 
Authement would be the top candi-

date this year.
Here’s why:
• In September, he accepted the larg-

est single sponsorship in the history of UL 
Lafayette’s athletic program – a 10-year 

pledge totalling $2 million in cash and in-
kind-services from Cox Communication.

• Also in September, the $4 million 
Leon Moncla Indoor Practice Facility 
opened near Cajun Field. UL Lafayette is 
only the second university in Louisiana to 
provide its student-athletes with a weath-
erproof place to prepare for games. 

Garland Williams and Dr. Ray Authement, then-
vice president of USL, confer during a game in 
Blackham Coliseum.

Postseason Appearances by Team, 1974-present
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Authement Set the Bar
Cajuns compete at top level of NCAA collegiate competition
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1974-79

74	 USL joins NCAA Division I for all sports

76	 Cajun track complex built

77	 NCAA reinstates USL’s good standing

78	 USL classified as Division I-A for football 

	 Wrestling dropped as an intercollegiate sport

	 Roll On campaign raises more than $200,000

79	 M.L. “Tigue” Moore Field built

1980-89

82	 Trampoline team disbands

85 	 Final men’s basketball game in 	
	 Blackham Coliseum

86	 Cajundome opens 

88	 Hollis Conway earns silver 		
	 medal in Olympics

1990-99

92	 Hollis Conway wins bronze medal in Olympics

93	 Softball team plays in 
collegiate World Series for 
first time in school history

94	 Softball team ranks No. 2 in 
nation, the highest ranking of 
any sport in USL  history

96	 USL defeats No. 25 Texas 
A&M – first defeat of 
nationally ranked team – before largest crowd in 
school’s history, 38,783 

	 Ragin’ Cajuns® becomes nationally registered 
trademark

99	 Culotta Tennis Center built

	 Ragin’ Cajuns® athletic logo introduced

2000-Present

00	 Baseball team plays in Collegiate World Series for the 
first time in school history, ties for third place

00	 Women’s soccer program added

01	 Cayenne chosen as new spirit leader

06	 UL Lafayette student-athletes have highest graduation 
rate of any NCAA Division 1 school in Louisiana

	 Soccer/track complex opens 

07 	 Women’s basketball team competes in first NCAA 
Division 1 regional tournament in UL Lafayette 
women’s program’s history

	 Leon Moncla Indoor Practice Facility opens

	 Cox Communication’s $2 million pledge is largest 
single sponsorship in Athletic Department’s history

	 Lourdes Park added at M.L. “Tigue” Moore Field

who have spotted 
Authement at Ragin’ 
Cajun basketball 
games in the Cajun-
dome might have no-
ticed him routinely 
leave his seat when a 
few minutes were left 
on the time clock. 
He would walk to 
the side of the court, 
where he would offer 
a handshake or pat 
on the back to play-
ers as they headed 
to the locker room 
– win or lose. 

“He likes to 
know the athletes by 
name, likes to talk 
with them, wants to 
know how they are 
doing in school,” 
Schexnayder said. 
Many stay in touch 
with the university 
president after they 
leave UL Lafayette.

For the record, 
about 49 percent of 
Ragin’ Cajun stu-
dent-athletes had a 
3.0 or better grade 
point average for 
the Spring 2007 se-
mester.

First-time fresh-
men student-athletes 
are required to at-
tend sessions that 
offer time manage-
ment tips, study 
techniques and 
information about 
campus resources. 
Danny Cottonham, 
director of UL Lafay-
ette’s Student-Athlete 
Academic Center, 
stresses that the goal 
is graduation.

 “After our stu-
dent athletes finish 
their athletic careers, 
we want them all to 
have the academic 
experience to not 
only finish their de-
gree, but to make a 

meaningful contribution to society with 
what they have learned,” he said.

UL Lafayette’s athletics program 
got a boost in 1999, when a new ath-
letic logo – featuring a pepper on fire 
– was unveiled. Ragin’ Cajuns® was 
already one of the most popular nick-
names in collegiate sports. Adding 
the pepper spiced up the university’s 
brand and helped boost sales of UL 
Lafayette merchandise. 

Over the past decade, public sup-
port of Ragin’ Cajun athletics has in-
creased, too. In the past five years, for 
instance:

• more than $1 million has been 
generated for building improvements 
and unrestricted funds;

• about $250,000 has been raised 
for football recruiting;

• about $400,000 of recurring rev-
enue has been generated by naming op-
portunities, such as signs; and 

• about $1 million in “in kind” gifts 
or discounted services has been donated 
or provided to improve athletic facilities.

That money has been crucial in 
light of restrictions on how much state 
funding can be allocated for a universi-
ty’s athletics program.

For fiscal year 2006-07, UL 
Lafayette’s athletics budget was about 
$7.8 million. About $3.1 million of 
that total was state revenue. The Board 
of Regents’ decision earlier this year 
to allow universities to put more state 
funds into their athletics programs took 
UL Lafayette’s athletics budget to a little 
more than $9 million.

“This is a significant step in helping 
to put our athletic program on an even 
field with other Division I programs. 
These changes will give us the ability 
to provide the resources our programs 
need to be competitive,” said David 
Walker, who was named the university’s 
athletic director in July. He had served 
as interim director since Schexnayder 
resigned in 2005.

“I am still amazed at what Dr. Au-
thement and Nelson Schexnayder were 
able to accomplish with the restric-
tions placed on them by the old policy. 
As I have become familiar with other 
athletic programs around the country, 
I have come to appreciate how very 
fortunate we are to have a president, 
a supporter and a fan like Dr. Authe-
ment,” Walker said. n

(Dan McDonald is a sportswriter for The 
Advertiser, Lafayette’s daily newspaper. He 
was sports information director for UL La-
fayette from 1982-1999. This commentary 
was published May 1, 2007.)

Everyone involved in the UL athletic 
program owes school president Ray 
Authement a huge debt of gratitude.

So do most of the teams in the Sun 
Belt Conference. Without him, it’s very 
possible that a lot of current league mem-
bers might still be floating around look-
ing for a home. At the very least, they’d 
be mired in a conference that’s not on the 
level that the Sun Belt currently enjoys.

Authement was part of the delegation 
from the old American South Conference 
that made trips to places like South Ala-
bama and Western Kentucky nearly two 
decades ago. It was his task to persuade 
those and other schools – schools left 
behind when original Sun Belt members 
UAB, Charlotte, South Florida and others 
bolted for Conference USA – to join with 
the American South programs.

It took some convincing. But now, the 
Sun Belt is playing Division I-A football, is 
part of the NCAA’s management hierarchy 
and the BCS, and is established as a league 
respected nationally in several sports.

Authement should be proud of his role 
in league history. But, like his many other 
accomplishments in almost 34 years as UL’s 
top man, they’re rarely celebrated. He’s not 
the type to brag about what he’s done, pre-
ferring instead to play up the accolades of 
the university as a whole.

Accolades which, by the way, would be 
far less if he hadn’t shepherded the school 
through some tough times. It will be tough 
to find another such shepherd, with Authe-
ment surprising nearly everyone on Friday 
with a retirement announcement.

“He’s the role model president in 
Louisiana,” said interim athletic direc-
tor David Walker, a part of the university 
administration for many years before his 
recent involvement with athletics. “He’s 
kept us financially stable, put us on track 
in the right technology fields, and grown 
this university into a very well-respected 
research institution.

“At the same time, he’s taken care of 
all the auxiliary areas, including athletics.”

Throughout his career, Authement 
has taken more than his share of heat 

from Ragin’ Cajun fans for what many 
perceived as a lack of support – mostly 

financial – for the athletic program. 
Those critics, though, didn’t know 
the whole story.

They didn’t know of his work 
behind the scenes to help the school’s 
sports programs or how he squeezed 
every cent possible in the direction of 
Reinhardt Drive.

They didn’t see him out on the 
field at football practice, or quietly 
in attendance at too many athletic 
events to count. It’s not many presi-
dents that would spend lunch hours 
at their school’s athletic complex, 
touching bases and keeping tabs on 
the goings-on.

“I know he’s the reason I’m here,” 
said UL football coach Rickey Bustle. 
“Since I’ve been here, he’s been a great 
influence for me, and I appreciate ev-
erything he’s done for us. I’m excited 
for him and I’m proud for him.”

Authement actually pre-dates 
Bustle in football, playing single-
wing tailback at Terrebonne High in 
the 1940’s. He also played baseball 
and basketball, although he says he 
wasn’t very good at the latter, and 
his love for athletics never waned 
after that.

He knows more student-athletes 
than most, and he revels in their 
successes on the field and in their 
later lives. No one ever took Cajun 
losses harder. And no one enjoyed 
the wins more.

He’s probably his own worst crit-
ic. Like most of us, he probably feels 
he hasn’t done enough. That’s why 
he’s already said that one of his final 
tasks with the school will be to raise 
funds to solidify the athletic program’s 
financial future.

The department appreciates the 
help, Doc, but the people in athletics 
know you’ve already done a lot more 
than your share. And for those who 
disagree, to quote a former New Or-
leans Saints coach – You don’t know 
... and you never will. n

Reprinted with The Advertiser’s 
permission.

‘Doc ’ deserves a round of applause • by Dan McDonald

On Jan. 27, 1994, the Ragin’ Cajun basketball team 
defeated Arkansas. President Ray Authement is flanked 
by his wife, Barbara, left, and eldest daughter, Kathy 
Prouet. 
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